
 

    
 
 
 THE   LLANCARFAN   SOCIETY  

 
Newsletter 104  June 2001 
 
Editorial Since the Newsletter 103 the foot and mouth epidemic has peaked and receded 
but we are still seriously restricted in the countryside. As a result, the May Walk had to be 
replaced by a Treasure Hunt within the village, as reported on page four. Various events have 
been re-scheduled and, again, details are on page four. 
 
This Newsletter contains another several follow-up articles. One is to the Llancarfan at War 
series and another follows on from an item Phil Watts wrote about the Vale Pitching-Pole. 
Continuing with the farming theme, we introduce a search for old words relating for 
agricultural implements used in the Vale of Glamorgan. We have already found several, at 
least one, which has proved new to the Oxford English Dictionary (page 10).  
 
 
St Cadoc's: the first full peal 
 
On February 13th 2001, a group of bellringers visited St Cadoc's to ring the first full peal 
since the bells were recast in 2000. The certificate is reproduced here and includes various 
terms, which need explanation. 
 
A peal is the maximum number of permutations possible on a set of bells, or in the case of 
more than 7 bells, an arbitrary 5000 changes (see footnote).  
 
There are many ways of ringing the changes on a set or ring of bells and these are called 
Methods.On 6 bells, as in St Cadoc’s, there are only 720 possible combinations and therefore 
to achieve over 5000 it is necessary to ring 7 of the methods to claim a Full Peal. Thus seven 
methods were rung, named Lightfoot, Wearmouth, London, Wells, Durham, York and 
Cambridge. 
The full names of the methods, such as 'Cambridge Surprise Minor', 'Oxford Bob Triples' 
have a ‘surname’ which indicates how many bells are changing places - Minor refers to a six-
bell and Triples to a seven-bell set. 
 
‘Surprise’ is a technical term, which describes the structure of the method (some methods are 
described as ‘Delight’ for example). All the 7 names are very old and probably “arbitrary” 
rather than being a true description of place of origin (but might still refer to origin). 
 
So, the Peal Certificate shows that they rang Lightfoot Surprise Minor, Wearmouth Surprise 
Minor etc., ‘Surprise’ indicating the type of method and ‘Minor’ indicating that all six bells 
were changing places continually. 
 

Bell ringers at work on the Full Peal. For those who have not seen the church since the 
restoration of the bells, tha ladders give access to the bell-loft and the roof of the tower. 

Photo: Tony Lewis. 
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Groups of swinging bells in British church towers date from the 10th century, and, at least by the 15th, 
orderly ringing took place involving changing note patterns. This practice evolved from first rendering 
descending scales (called rounds). Change ringing: the art of ringing a set of tower bells in an intricate 
series of mathematical permutations (different orderings in the ringing sequence), by pulling ropes attached 
to bell wheels. On five, six, or seven bells, a peal is the maximum number of permutations possible (120, 
720, and 5,040, respectively)); on more than seven bells, the full extent of possible changes is 
impracticable, so that 5,000 or more changes are said to constitute a peal. (Encyclopaedia Britannica, 
1997)  

 
I am grateful to Mr Tudor Edwards for information given in a letter to our Vicar, Malcolm 
Davies. 
 
 
Culvery by John Etherington 
 
The article on Rice Merrick, in Newsletter 102, included his record of a dovecote in 
Llancarfan, and suggested that it probably stood in Culvery Field, a name derived from an 
archaic word for dove.  
 
The name is old. In 1840 the Tithe Apportionment Survey shows the field as "Culvery Park", 
owned by Evan Griffiths, the village blacksmith. Even earlier, in deeds of Hillside, there is 
reference to the "close called The Culvery" (1814). 
 
The corruption to Calvery is an obvious one, given the monastic associations of the village. It 
was widely believed by residents of Llancarfan that the field was so-named because a 
"calvery" (a life-size representation of the crucifixion) was sited here in pre-Reformation 
times. Early O.S. maps indicate the field as Monastery - Site of, though it now seems more 
likely that the buildings in the field were a monastic grange-farm.  
 
The word culver means "a dove" and also a "local  name for a wood pigeon"; a culverhouse is 
a "dovecote" whilst culverkeys is a popular name given to plants of which the flowers 
resemble a bunch of keys (bluebell and cowslip). It is also a dialect word for ash-keys (ash 
fruits ).  
Culverhouse, meaning dovecote, is a widespread name in South Wales. It occurs at 
Culverhouse Cross and, the prefix appears in the name of Culver Hole, on the Gower 
Peninsula, where a natural cave has been closed-off with a stone wall perforated by holes, 
presumed to be entries for nesting doves. Just across the Bristol Channel, near Bridgewater, is 
Culver Sand. This gives us a very good clue to its name by appearing in a very early 
manuscript of sailing instructions as Columsonde. The Latin word for dove is Columba and 
for dovecote, Columbarium. Culver Sand is probably a direct translation of Columsonde (or 
vice versa). 
 
Culvery Field was almost certainly the "field of the dovecote" and archaeological excavation 
in the late 1940's located the foundations of a round building which Dr Erwyn Williams, St 
Fagans, tentatively identified as the culvery.  
Speculation on place names is the most dangerous of occupations, especially for the layman. 
The suffix, -sonde, in the ancient Columsonde could well be the word "sound", meaning a 
navigable channel, but this would not alter the conclusion about doves. We are perhaps on 
less solid ground in dismissing Calvary. It has also been suggested that the name might come 
from culvert - "a channel", reflecting the universal belief in earlier years, that the church was 
connected to the monastery by an underground passage (Kate Harber gave a version in 
Newsletter 40/91). However, common sense suggests that a tunnel would of necessity be 
below river level and permanently flooded.  
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 My money would be on the dovecote, but whether we shall ever know the truth for certain is 
another matter. 
 
 
Llancarfan firsts - a biplane  
 
• Mavis Coles: I can also remember being taken to an Air display on the Tumble in the 1930's and being on my 

father's shoulders so I could see the little planes swooping and looping the loop!  

 
A year or two after the Llancarfan Society was founded, Jim and Brenda Grove, Whitechapel, 
lent a tape recording of an interview with Joe Lewis, the last Llancarfan Blacksmith. Their 
son, Lincoln Grove, made the recording in the 1970s. He was then quite a young boy whilst 
Joe was in his 80s. The tape contained the following dialogue: - 
 
J.L. "We had a good sports up there - very good. [There was an] aeroplane up on Penylan 
too."  
L.G. "Was it a very old aeroplane?" 
J.L. "Was it a very old aircraft? Well, it must be I should say." 
[An irrelevant exchange] 
J.L. "The fellow that was driving it -- oh, it's pilot -- pilot, that is -- his uncle used to live in 
Ford Farm.  
 
Following some enquiries, Towyn Williams of Whitehall Farm, Wenvoe (formerly of Ford 
Farm) gave us the following recollection of the event. 
 
There was a Sports Day on Jehoiada Lewis' 10 acre field at Penylan, either for the Coronation 
or Jubilee. The plane, a Tiger Moth, took off from the original Cardiff airport at Tremorfa, 
flew very low over Ford Farm and up the Ford Valley, so low that people on the sports field 
were able to look down on the plane. The plane piloted by Duncan McGill returned to Cardiff 
airport, and Duncan rejoined the rest of the family at Ford Farm, having returned by car.  
 
Duncan McGill subsequently served in the R.A.F. reaching the rank of Group Captain and 
also a test pilot for the Bristol Aeroplane Company. He was a great character: the life and soul 
of any party, with the wide moustache so popular with many R.A.F. flying personnel. Another 
"first" achieved by Duncan McGill was the landing of a Blenheim bomber on the deck of an 
aircraft carrier. Perhaps someone can tell us if this became a common event or was it a "one 
off'? 
 
To qualify as a "real" Llancarfan first, the aircraft would have had to land. However, other 
than the Beaufighter which crashed at Llanbethery in 1941 (Newsletter 41/91), there is no 
record of a fixed-wing aircraft landing close to the village. Perhaps someone may remember 
otherwise? We have had the occasional helicopter on mercy missions during snow (1962-3) 
and during floods.  
 
Mavis Coles' memory of the flying display, which heads this article, overlaps in time with the 
Duncan McGill story. Did he take part in the display and then fly on to impress his relations 
and friends in Llancarfan? 
 
• A bit of history. Ford Farm was owned by Jesus College, Oxford. In the late 1800s it was tenanted by John 

John, assisted by his nephew, James McGill, who later rented the farm. In 1922 Tom Williams took-on the 
tenancy, his wife, Olive, being a relative of the McGills. Ford remained with the Williams family until the 
1970s when Tom's son, Lyn, left to farm at Basseleg. Duncan McGill, the pilot was the son of James' brother, 
confirming Joe Lewis' recollection that the flier was a nephew 
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• Bristol Blenheim - twin engine fighter-bomber. Wingspan 56+ feet (c.f. full-wing Spitfire 36 feet). 
According to the Guiness Book of Aircraft Records the first twin engined aircraft to land on a carrier was a 
prototype Sea Mosquito, piloted by a Lt Cdr. E.M. Brown in 1944. 

 
Acknowledgements to Jim, Brenda and Lincoln Grove and the late Joe Lewis, for the 
recording; to Towyn Williams for his memory and to Phil Watts who delved-out much of this 
information. 
 
Ploughing match  
 
The newspaper cutting, reproduced below, was found amongst other documents by John 
Cann. The style is very similar to the local news reports, which we have already reproduced 
from the Bridgend Chronicle (Newsletters 100 & 101) and the people named identify it as late 
19th century.  
LLANCARVAN AND PENMARK PLOUGHING MATCH The above took place on 
Friday last. The ploughing took place in a field in the occupation of Mr Jenkin Bowen, 
Pancross Farm. Fourteen teams competed, and the ploughing far exceeded that of last year. A 
dinner was held in the evening at the Fox and Hounds Inn. Mr. D. J. Jenkins, Llancadle, 
presided. The loyal toasts were given by the chairman and the prizes were distributed as 
follows: - Senior class - 1st prize, £2 10s, James McGill, nephew to Mr. John Vord; 2nd, £1 
10s, John James, servant to Mr. Edward Jenkins, Penmark; 3rd, £1. David Hopkins, servant to 
Mr. D. J. Jenkins, Llancadle; 4th, 10s, Matthew Sullivan, servant to Mr. Jonkin Bowen, 
Pancross; 5th, 5s, Evan Philip, servant to Messrs John, Penhow. Junior class: - 1st prize, £2 
10s, David Grant, servant to Mr Robert Loughor (sic), Garnllwyd. 2nd, £1 10s, David Power, 
servant to Mr J, Jenkins, Llancadle; 3rd, £1, Ebenezer Remp, servant to Mr. Thomas Jenkins, 
Cliff; 4th, I0s, William Palmer, servant to Mr. D. J. Jenkins, Lancadle. The health of the 
chairman and others was then proposed, and also thanks given to Mr. Jenkin Bowen for the 
use of the field. 
 
Notes: Herbert Thomas was a former Ploughing Match Committee Secretary (Newsletter 
9/88) and Phil Watts wrote about a Match in the late 30s (Newsletter 26/90). The Llancarfan 
cups are believed still to exist, possibly held by the Cowbridge Show committee. We are not 
sure when the first Llancarfan ploughing match was held but the origin of the matches was 
related to the foundation Glamorgan Agricultural Society in I772.  
 
What's in a name? Ford Farm. 
 
When John Cann sent the Newspaper cutting,  reproduced above, he pointed out the name of 
Mr. John Vord who won the 2nd prize in the Senior Class. 
 
John wondered whether we have been wrong to assume that Ford Farm was so named for its 
water-splash through Ford Brook. Locally, the farm was always called  "Vord", with the 
Welsh pronunciation.  Are we looking at a personal name attribution? 
 
This is where censuses and electoral rolls prove so useful. Sadly for a good idea, it proved 
that a John John and his wife Ann tenanted Ford Farm in 1891and the electoral registers 
showed that he was there between about 1875 and 1894. 
 
John John was the "Mr John Vord" in the newspaper report. Today many of us colloquially 
refer to "Tony, Pancross" or Arwyn, Pennon". The reporter probably heard "Mr John, Vord" 
and assumed that Vord was a surname, or possibly the printer left out the comma.  
The final proof, if any is needed, is that Edward Lhuwyd's Parochialia (1697) records "Some 
old works or Bulwarks on ye ffoord farm ---- wh belongs to the Society of Jesus College ---." 
[The farm remained in the ownership of Jesus College, Oxford, until 1961].  
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Events - future and past 
 
Petanque Competition. This has been changed from Saturday June 16 to Sunday June 17, 
commencing at 2.30 p.m. Venue: Glan-yr-Afon by kind permission of Phillip and Mary 
Gammon. 
 
Annual Dinner. Please reserve your tickets for the Society Dinner ASAP using the form in 
Newsletter 103. Saturday September 22nd in the Village Hall.  
 
Hog Roast. This will now be held in the Village Hall and we have arranged a road closure 
from The Old Parsonage to Great House. Obtaining a hog is proving difficult because of 
F&M restrictions, but there will be a beef and pork carvery with salad and desserts: Sunday, 
July 22nd, 1.00 p.m. 
 
May Day Treasure Hunt There was an excellent response to the Village Treasure 
Hunt, with between 50 and sixty participants. The event was arranged to replace the annual 
May Day Walk, which had to be cancelled this year because of the Foot & Mouth crisis. The 
weather again was magnificent, highlighting the spring beauty of the village of Llancarfan.  
Thanks are due to Phil & Kay Heath who prepared the questions, and for the splendid 
endeavours of the usual band of helpers, including the refreshment ladies. Outright winners 
were Joan Scott-Quelch + Fran Winterbottom with 23 out of 24 answers correct. Young Becci 
Treadaway also received an award.  
 
People and places 
 
Cardiff International Airport HTV, Six-o-clock News, 17th April: The bulletin claimed that 
HTV had obtained documents revealing that a major expansion of servicing facilities was 
planned at the airport. The present RAF servicing unit at St Athan would be moved to 
Rhoose, creating some 5000 jobs. Land would be required to the north of the present site, and 
the hamlet of Nurston, including The Highwayman, swallowed-up. A couple of days later, the 
Barry and District News added that, if the MOD relocated the Defence Aviation Repair 
Agency, the WDA would support their bid to obtain a 100 acre site at Nurston on which 
another huge service hanger would be built. Enormous earthworks would be necessary to 
screen Fonmon from the noise. The number of jobs, in total, would be 5000 but this includes 
2500, which already exist at DARA, St Athan. 
 
 
Rhoose Airfield After writing the item above it seemed quite a coincidence when the 
following two pieces appeared in the same issue of the Barry and District News on April 26. 
Memories 50 years ago: A scheme was under consideration for Rhoose Airfield to become a 
new Civil Airport for Cardiff. Memories 25 years ago: South Glamorgan County Council 
and the Director of the airport denied rumours of the impendingclosure of Glamorgan 
(Rhoose) Airport. 
 
Committee  2001 Officers and Members, appointed at the AGM last month, are Chairman: 
Phillip Gammon; Vice-Chairman: Alan Taylor; Secretary: Ann Ferris; Treasurer: Sue Taylor; 
Membership Secreatary: Phil Watts; Newsletter Editor: John Etherington and Members: 
Derek Higgs, Ruth Watts, Sheila Mace, Graham Brain, Graham Jenkins, Simon Hestleton, 
Tony Lewis, Ann Radcliffe, John Gardner, Mary Gammon, Jean Hunt, Joy Rees, Tony Rees 
and Marilyn Cann. 
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Congratulations: Matthew Lewis Tony Lewis' son. Matthew, was born in Cardiff, but 
raised in Llancarfan. He attended the Bishop of Llandaff High School, obtained his BSc 
(Econ) at Aberystwyth and entered Sandhurst at Easter, 2000. On passing-out, this year, he 
was commissioned into The Royal Regiment of Wales, (24/41st Foot - Rorkes Drift 
Company) on April 12 2001.Matthew received the following Prizes at the Sovereign's Parade 
Ceremony: -The Trust Medal: awarded to the Officer Cadet who has obtained the best 
aggregate marks in Academic Studies and the U.A.E. Communications Studies Prize: 
awarded to the Officer Cadet who produced the best performance in  Communications 
Studies. The adjacent photo shows Matthew and Tony together after the Sovereign's Parade.  
 
Llancarfan Ladies Tuesday Club We are grateful for the help given by so many people at 
our recent Jumble Sale. Steve Powell and family kindly collected a transit van plus a carload 
of goods from my house. Susan and Alan Taylor, Tony Lewis, Roger Cann, Steve, Simon and 
Ian unloaded goods and set-up tables. We could not have managed without them. Our thanks 
also go to all Club members and friends who gave time and help so willingly, and to Tesco, 
who at Sue Taylor's request for a price cut, donated the bottle of Champagne, for the raffle. 
We were able to collect £279 from sales in the house prior to the day, and £340 on the day, 
which means we have at least £600 to share amongst our local Charities. Well done 
everybody. Thank you from the Llancarfan Tuesday Committee. Audrey Porter.  
 
Get well soon Audrey After writing the above note, Audrey was rushed into hospital with a 
heart problem. All of  our best wishes go to her for a speedy recovery. May she soon be back 
to full health. 
 
 
Hartrey family - an enquiry The editor has received an e-mail from Margaret Shearer of 
Perth, Western Australia, who found our Newsletters on the Internet. Margaret enquired about 
the Hartrey family and wrote: - " My grandfather was a Patrick Hartrey and he had a brother 
William." 
 
I e-mailed Margeret to tell her of the Hartrey family of Corner House whose two sons were 
killed in WW1 and featured in our Llancarfan at War series. Their father, William Hartrey, 
married Elizabeth Morgan Howells in the late 1800s, but the death of the two boys cut-off the 
line of the surname in Llancarfan. There were several sisters, whose married names were 
Ethel (Llewellyn), Mary Jane (Kingdon), Alice (John), Eunice (Fry) and Grace (Morgan). *  
Some of these remained in the village and have been mentioned in previous Newsletters. 
Grace married Melvin Morgan and lived at The Green until the early 1960s. Their daughter, 
now Joan Evans, is a member of the Society, living in Basseleg, Monmouthshire whilst Alice 
John lived at Corner House until the 1970s. 
 
There is one record of the name, in the 1891 census. A Hannah Hartrey, aged 16 and born in 
Cardiff, was a "farm servant" in Llancadle. In 1905, William Hartrey (probably the same?) 
was at Moulton (electoral register). It is an uncommon name but seven Hartreys still remain 
in Cardiff and the eastern Vale (phone book).  
 
Please contact the editor if you have any other information, in particular concerning William 
Hartrey's origin and whether he had a brother Patrick. 
 
* Family information from Graham Jenkins and Ken Howells, NSW. 
 
  
 
  

PDF created with pdfFactory trial version www.pdffactory.com

http://www.pdffactory.com
http://www.pdffactory.com


John Wesley in the Vale 
 
We have previously mentioned the friendship of Robert Jones (II), Fonmon Castle, with John 
and Charles Wesley. These notes are taken from John's Diary. 
 
1741 2 Oct. We rode to Fonmon Castle. We found Mr Jones' daughter ill with the smallpox, 
but he could cheerfully leave her and all in the hands of Him in whom he now believes. [the 
"treatment" was efficacious and the girl recovered!] 
 
1741 5 Oct. After resting here [Watford nr. Caerphilly] an hour we hastened on and came to 
Fonmon where I explained and enforced those words, What must I do to be saved?  [Watford 
is famed in Welsh nonconformism. Watford Fawr hosted the first synod of English and Welsh 
Calvinistic Methodism in 1743, and Watford Chapel, one of the first Independents in S. 
Wales, was built on land of Watford Fawr by leases of 1737 & 39] 
 
1741 6 Oct. I read prayers and preached in Porthkerry Church. 
 
1742 3 March. The next morning I preached at Bonvilston, a little town four miles from 
Fonmon. 
 
1742 6 July. I rode to Fonmon and found Mrs Jones thoroughly resigned to God although 
feeling what it was to lose a husband, and such a husband in the strength of his years. [Robert 
Jones II died aged 36 on 8 June, 1742 and was buried at Penmark.] 
 
1744 19 April. Having a sloop ready, which came on purpose, we ran over the Channel in 
about four hours. Some of our friends were waiting for us on the shore [Fontygary or 
Aberthaw]. About one we came to Fonmon Castle ---. I preached at six and at five in the 
morning. 
 
1746 21 August. [I preached] at Llanmaes four miles from Fonmon to a people of simple, 
loving, childlike spirit. 
 
1758 23 August. We rode to Fonmon. The behaviour of Mr Jones surprised me. It seemed as 
if he had inherited the spirit of his father. [This was Robert Jones III. Wesley was mistaken on 
the matter of his spirit, as later entries make sadly clear] 
 
1763 29 August. We lodged at F[onmon] Castle, so agreeable once, but how is the scene 
changed. How dull and unlovely is every place where there is nothing of God. 
 
1777 23 July. [To Swansea, Neath and Margam to preach] In the road between [Margam] and 
Bridgend we had the heaviest rain I ever remember to have seen in Europe. And it saved John 
Prickard's life, for presently man and beast were covered with a sheet of lightning; but as he 
was thoroughly wet it did him no harm. 
 
1777 25 July. [I] Preached in Llantwit Major church to a very numerous congregation. I have 
not seen so large or so handsome a church since I left England. --- In the evening I preached 
at Mrs Jones' house in Ffontygari. -- [Mother of Robert Jones III] 
 
1777 26 July. I breakfasted at Fonmon Castle and found a melancholy pleasure in the 
remembrance of past times. About noon I preached at Penmark. [This may refer to the village 
or to the church, but as far back as 1745, Charles Wesley was virtually refused Holy 
Communion in Penmark Church - was his brother equally unwelcome?] 
 
Source: - Williams, A. H. (1971) John Wesley in Wales 1739-90. University of Wales Press. 
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1914-1918: Llancarfan at War - Ivor Thomas' Medals  
 
The second of our WW1 accounts, published in Newsletter 89/99, recorded the death of Ivor 
M. Thomas, of Curnix, in the Somme valley. His memorial is inscribed: - 
 
In Memory of I M Thomas Private 204232 1st Bn East 
Yorkshire Regiment who died on Tuesday 26th  
March 1918. Age 26 Son of Rhys and Sarah Jane Thomas, of Curnix Farm, 
Penmark, Cardiff. 
 
After this article appeared on the Llancarfan Web-site, Mike Davies, of Rhoose, contacted the 
editor with further information. Mike is a collector of WW1 medals, and amongst his 
collection, has Ivor Thomas' campaign medals, which he has kindly allowed us to use as 
illustrations for this article. The awards were as follows: - 
 
British War Medal 1914-1920. Silver. Obverse: coinage head of George V. Reverse: St 
George on horseback trampling the shield of the central powers, with a skull and crossbones 
beneath and, at the edge 1914 and 1918. The ribbon has an orange watered centre between 
white, black and blue stripes. Five and a half million of these medals were struck, giving 
some idea of the huge scale of the conflict. 
 
Victory Medal 1914-1918. Bronze. Obverse: winged figure of Victory with a palm branch. 
Reverse: Inscription: - "The Great War for Civilisation". The rainbow ribbon from centre to 
edge is red, yellow, green, blue and violet. The Victory Medal was generally awarded to all 
combatants who received either the 1914 Star or the 1914-15 Star and/or recipients of the 
British War Medal. 
 
The group of three WW1 Campaign medals, the 1914-15 Star, British War Medal and Victory 
Medal were humorously nicknamed, Pip, Squeak and Wilfred after three cartoon characters, 
which appeared in the Daily Mirror between 1920 and 1940. 1 Ivor received only two of the 
three medals, as he did not enlist until 1916. 
 
Illustrations The medals are: left, the British War Medal and right, the Victory Medal. The 
badges are, from top to bottom: Glamorgan Yeomanry cap badge; East Yorkshire Regiment 
Cap-badge and  Glamorgan Yeomanry shoulder badge. 
 
 
Like several other soldiers from Llancarfan, 2 Ivor Thomas had been a member of the 
Glamorgan Yeomanry before the outbreak of war and on enlistment he signed up with the 
East Yorkshire Regiment. Mike Davies also lent  Glamorgan Yeomanry and East Yorkshire 
Regiment Cap-badges as well as a Yeomanry shoulder badge, all illustrated here. 
 
1 Members who were children during the inter-war years may remember the Pip, Squeak and Wilfred cartoons, 
which were of a dog, female penguin and baby rabbit. Editor recollects that cartoon-books from the series 
remained in circulation for some years, during and after WW2. 
 
2 We know that Gwilym Lougher of Llanvithyn, who died in 1918, was also a member of the Yeomanry: Robert 
Lougher, Llanishen, recalls a photograph of him in uniform at a summer camp. Gordon Kemp (Newsletter 90/99) 
noted that Lewis Hartrey had also belonged to the Yeomanry prior to the war. Soldiers Died in the Great War 
confirms this.  
 
 
The Vale of Glamorgan Hayloader 
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In Newsletter 13, Phil Watts wrote of the "Pitching Pole", a light timber derrick which was 
used to lift loads of hay from a cart, on to the hay mow where it was to be stored. Since then, 
a lot more information has come to light and so Phil's article is reprinted below, followed by 
John Cann's description of a pitching pole which is still in the possession of Lyn Price, 
Newhouse Farm, together with references from other sources. 
 
Pitching Pole I by Phil Watts (reprinted from Newsletter 13/88) 
 
Bill Watts, my father, contended in conversation that he could erect a Pitching Pole single-
handed. I am not sure how he would do it. I have my theory but I wonder if anyone else has 
any ideas or practical experience? 
 
A Pitching Pole was used at the side of a hay mow during harvest time for taking hay off the 
waggons on to the mow. Attached to the pole was a jib, which could be swung through 180o 
from the waggon to the top of the mow. Pulley wheels were attached to pole and jib, over 
which was a rope: one end had attached a grab, which picked up the hay and the other end 
was joined to chains, in turn attached to harness behind a horse. When the horse moved 
forward the grab full of hay rose into the air and was swivelled over the top of the mow and 
tipped by the man on the load by means of a rope attached to a spring. 
 
A Society member, Charles F. Shepherd, is author of the book, St Nicholas, on p. 10 of which 
is mentioned a hay-loader, known locally as a pikel, invented and patented by Yorath and 
Wright in St Nicholas. I wonder if it is the same implement? [Ed. Charles Shepherd, a 
member of our Society, was then living in Pembrokeshire. He died in 1992 at a great age]. 
 
Pitching Pole II: a reply from Dick Evans (reprinted from Newsletter 14) 
 
Phil Watts asked if a pitching pole in bygone days could be put up by one person. Mr 
Williams of Ford Farm did this every year, which I witnessed on several occasions. A hole 
was dug to receive the end of the pole, at the side of the rick. The waggon, half filled with 
hay, had the pole strapped to it at the front, complete with guy-ropes set out at approximate 
lengths needed. The pole was then released from its lashings and its end slid into the hole. 
The waggon was then backed up, pushing the pole to an upright position and the guy-ropes 
secured (simple!). [Ed. Dick Evans died in 1993, reminding us that all these memories will 
go, unless we write them down. Mr Williams was father of the late Lyn Williams of Ford 
Farm and Croes Heolydd Farm, Bassaleg] 
 
Pitching Pole III: Lynnus Price's Pitching Pole by John Cann 
 
Lynnus' pitching pole is about 40' long, 4.5" diameter at the top and 9" at the bottom. It was 
hewed by adze from a pole 90' long, 10" at the top & 15" at the base by his father, and his 
mother's brother, a carpenter from Barry. The pole was washed up on Llantwit beach and 
bought for £3 from Wilkinson the Agricultural agent in Llantwit. It was probably a ship's 
mast. 
 
To hold it firm four guy ropes are attached to a plate with three eyes (1) fixed on the top of 
the pole. The base is buried only about 6" into the ground next to the haystack, and it is 
erected to lean slightly towards the stack. Somewhere below the top of the pole is a ring 
around the pole. This ring was usually attached to the pole, but on the most recent one they 
had, could be pulled up and down the pole to make adjustments to the height above the stack. 
Attached to this ring, so that it can rotate around the pole is a 'jib' (my name for it, Lynnus 
doesn't have one) the end of which is attached to the top of the pitching pole with a rope. The 
grab is suspended from a rope which passes through a pulley at the outer end of the jib, then 
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to a pulley at the inner end of the jib and down to a pulley on the main pole about 2' 6" above 
the ground. A horse or tractor provides the pulling power on the end of the rope (2).  
 
Lynnus has two grabs, one with four tines (two each side) and one with three in a line on one 
side only. The latter with three prongs (3) is for Clover Hay, and one has to be careful when 
placing it into the hay that it is not put in too deep or the pole snaps when the horse pulls: the 
fate of their previous poles! In this last case the prongs are pushed into the hay and a lever 
pushed over to capture the hay. When the horse pulls, the whole thing turns with the tines 
underneath to lift the hay. (In the case of the 'four tine' grab, I assume it opens when lowered 
and closes when pulled up.) The 'jib' is swung around to place it over the stack, and when it is 
in the right position a light-weight rope is pulled which releases the mechanism, the grab 
opens and the hay is dropped onto the stack. The 'placing' of the grab to pick up the hay was, 
of course, a manual task.  
 
Lynnus knew the implement as a "Jack of Moulton" and Teddy Church as a "John of 
Moulton". The apparent explanation, from the O.E.D. is that the term "Jack" is applied to any 
implement which saves human labour and "John" is a bye-form of Jack (well, that's what the 
Dictionary says). Teddy Church also reported that his grandmother, from Aberthaw, knew of 
someone who was killed by a pole dropping on him. Lynnus knows of someone from Dyffryn  
who was hit by the grab and was paralysed for life. Dangerous business farming. 
 
[David Evans, wrote in Newsletter 95/00, a first-hand account of this danger: - " My mother 
seemed often to be the horse leader for the daunting pitching-pole. Too far forward and the 
'grab' of heavy hay would swing out of reach, resulting in a sort of crows nest situation plus 
the danger that the entire pole and its complicated rope network of support could collapse. 
Not far enough and the waving hay in its metal embrace would slop against the side of the 
unstable rick, risking its corners too.] 
 
Pitching Pole IV: Glamorgan County History Volume VI p. 230 
 
On 9 June 1870 William Twaits Wright, in conjunction with Evan Yorath, a farmer from 
Moulton, deposited a provisional specification for the 'Invention of Improved Apparatus or 
Machinery for lifting... loading....unloading hay, corn, straw and other materials and the 
patent was granted on 26 November of that year. This implement continued to be marketed 
under the names of Wright and Yorath, but in 1868 Henry Yorath (the son) of Moulton near 
Penmark, applied for letters patent for improvements to the original patent. Henry Yorath 
exhibited the improved machinery at the Cardiff Show of 1872 and at Preston in 1885. 
However, shortly afterwards, Yorath went into partnership with Charles Grieves and traded, 
as Yorath, Grieves & Co. (Hay Elevators). Henry Yorath died in May 1891, but the company 
continued in business and in 1906 had agencies for retailing farm machinery at 17 Quay 
Street, Cardiff, and at Ely, Cardiff. [Ed. 1. There seems to be a discrepancy in dates in the G. 
C. History - the 1868 improvement predated the original patent!? The memory from Teddy 
Church's grandmother perhaps makes the name "John of Moulton" older than 1870. 2. Was 
Charles Shepherd being partisan when he attributed the invention to St Nicholas? Evan and 
Henry Yorath certainly lived in Moulton (Electoral Registers). Did Wright come from St 
Nicholas? 3. Curiosity asks whether the well-known TV broadcaster, Gabby Yorath, daughter 
of Terry, is a descendent?]  
 
Pitching Pole V: A Pembrokeshire 
postcript 
 
On August 26, 2000, at the Camrose Vintage Working Day, Mr Len Davies of Hayscastle 
exhibited a working hay "pitcher". This must have been the first time for almost 50 years that 
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a pitching pole was worked in Wales for they disappeared within a year or two of the 
introduction of the pickup baler. 
 
 
Vale names for agricultural implements by John Etherington 
 
In Newsletter 95, David Evans used the word "Trebles" to describe the front and rear 
detachable "ladders" on a harvest waggon which allow it to be loaded to a great height with 
hay or sheaves.  
 
We picked blackberries from dense brambles in the deep cutting that ran towards The Talbots, and down which 
horses drew waggons, with blue wooden spokes and funny wooden hanging brakes, laden with oat sheaves. It was 
a miracle any stayed on, between the stout trebles either end. (David Evans, St Amand de Belvès, Newsletter 
95/00) 
 
I had never come across this word before and was unable to find it in the many volumes of the 
Oxford English Dictionary. However, there were one or two other meanings, which might be 
distantly related: - one was "a wooden frame used for drying hand made paper" and another: 
“a barrier of three things”. 
 
I wrote to the Museumof Welsh Life, St Fagans,but Gareth Beech, Assistant Curator, replied 
that the museum has no record of the word "trebles". However, he kindly identified a similar 
Herefordshire word "thripples" which is recorded in The Farm Waggons of England and 
Wales (Arnold, J. 1969. Baker). This is similar to "trebles" and would be pronounced as 
"triples" by some speakers, perhaps close enough to be phonetically rendered as "trebles"? 
 
At this stage I thought we might have found a new word and sent the whole correspondence 
to the Editors of the Oxford English Dictionary. 
 
The reply from Mrs. J. E. A. Field, Senior Assistant Editor, indicates that David has used a 
word, which is new to the O.E.D. The etymology team will examine the relationship between 
"treble" and two similar words, "thripple" and "dripple" which are both in the current edition, 
and have exactly the same meaning. It  is quite possible that "treble" will find its way into the 
next edition. 
 
Gareth Beech, Museum of Welsh Life, tells me that St Fagans has no collection of Vale of 
Glamorgan agricultural terms and would be very interested if any of our members can recall 
special words of this sort. We already have a few which have turned-up in previous 
Newsletters. These are listed on the next page. 
 
An invitation 
 
If you can remember any other terms which might be local to the Vale, please send them to 
John Etherington (address on p. 4). In particular the names of the parts of horse-drawn 
waggons, carts and implements are being forgotten. A lot of handtools such as billhooks, 
bagging-hooks, draining spades, hoes and specialist forks are no longer used. Dairy 
implements which were once common are now curios. Did any of these craft tools have local 
names?   
 
Any corrections to the meanings given in the box will be gratefully received. 
 
At the least your contribution will find its way to St Fagans and who knows - maybe another 
O.E.D. entry might turn-up. 
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A few agricultural words 
 
Bush drain - land drain constructed by burying thorn-bushes in a trench, overlaid by clay or 
stone. PW2 
Crooks - probably crooked branches used in hedge-laying? EB 
Cutch - couch grass EB 
Dragging - breaking soil clods with a weighted timber baulk drawn by horses. EB 
Duckfoot - cultivator with flat horizontal tines working just below surface EB 
Gas lime - bye-product of gas-works used as fertiliser (KL) 
Grappler - a curved tine dung fork, used for dragging the load from a tipping dung cart LP 
(1500s: Tusser named this a “dung crone”) 
“Jack (or John) of Moulton” - pitching pole (q.v.) see foregoing article 
Mow - a haystack or hayrick (GU)  
Pike - hay-fork (GU)  
Pikel - pitching pole (q.v.) PW/S 
Pitching-pole - a hay-loader or derrick for transferring hay to a mow (q.v.) PW1 
Skimming - cultivating just below surface? EB 
Scuffling - (mangels and swede) - ploughing just below the surface to kill weeds EB 
Treble - Removable “ladder” at each end of a haycart DE 
Tundish - a specially shaped funnel for filling a tractor fuel tank with Tractor Vaporising Oil   
(elsewhwere in UK locally = funnel). Origin -  funnel for filling a brewing cask or tun) DE 
 
DE - David Evans 95/00 & personal communication 
EB - Ernie Badcock’s diary 18/89 
GU - General use - several people have used the term 
KL - Ken Lougher 20/89 
LP - Lynn Price 34/90 
PW1 - Phil Watts 13/88 
PW2 - Phil Watts 70/95 
PW/S - Phil Watts 13/88 ex Charles Shepherd 
 
 
 
MURDEROUS ATTACK ON A FARMER AT ST NICHOLAS 
 
We regret to report a murderous assault upon Mr D. J. Jenkins, of Llancadle, who, after being 
seriously maltreated by the miscreants, was plundered. Late on Saturday night the wife of 
Police-constable Williams, residing at the Police Station, St Nicholas, was aroused by 
someone calling out from the outside for her husband to come out. On opening the door she 
saw a trap standing in the roadway, with a man inside who was obviously suffering serious 
injuries. On her going to the trap she found a young man who, in a very weak voice asked 
permission to enter, or to be taken somewhere, as he was dying. Her husband was at the time 
on duty and might not be home for several hours, and as she was alone she hesitated about 
taking him into her house. She then determined to take him to the Three Tuns, St Nicholas. 
On arriving at the inn, the young man, who was very weak from loss of blood, was lifted out 
of the trap and carried into the bar, where he was recognised as Mr Jenkins, farmer, of 
Llancadle, and son of Mr Jenkins of Flemingstone-court, both gentlemen occupying very 
respectable positions and well known through the whole county. ...... 
While at the Three Tuns, in answer to some questions put by Mrs Banner [landlady], Mr 
Jenkins was only able to answer that he had been attacked by some persons on the top of the 
hill near St Nicholas, called "Tumble Down Dick" and that he was beaten with a thick stick 
and robbed.------ 
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Early on Sunday morning a search was made on the road, and above the Traherne Arms, 
which is half way up the hill, were two pools of blood. ----- 
 
Mr Jenkins had attended Cardiff market on Saturday, and was returning home as usual. He 
had in his possession a gold watch and some £6 or £7 in gold, beside some silver, when he 
left the Royal Hotel stables at about 11 o'clock. These are all missing. ------ 
 
Mr Jenkins is reported to be a little improved but his sufferings are very great, and when able 
to bear it, will have to have a surgical operation, as portions of his face are greatly disfigured; 
indeed permanently injured. 
 
Editorial note. I am indebted to John Cann for this Newspaper extract which, like the one on 
pages 3 and 4 he found amongst other documents in the David Jones’ (of Wallington) archive. 
It is difficult to be sure but the style suggests origin from the same newspaper, possibly the 
Bridgend Chronicle which carried rather detailed reports from the villages in the Vale. 
 
The cutting probably dates from the 1880s and the young Mr Jenkins of Llancadle is one and 
the the same as the  Mr. D. J. Jenkins, Llancadle, who presided over the ploughing match 
dinner  at the Fox and Hounds Inn as reported on p. 3 & 4. Despite the injuries and the 
horriffic thought of surgery in those days, he obviously recovered to take up a position of 
some eminence in Llancarfan parish. 
 
Six or seven pounds in 1880 must have been a very substantial sum of money: farming in the 
Vale seems to have been a profitable enterprise. 
 
“Tumbledown Dick” was the hill which we now call “The Tumble”, originally a much steeper 
lane, following a route to the south of the modern road. Tumbledown Dick was also the 
mocking name given to Richard Cromwell, Oliver’s third son, in enjoyment of his political 
misfortunes. Does anyone know why his name should have been associated with the hill or 
was it originally “The Tumble”, picking up the “Dick” at the time of  Richard’s notoriety?  
 
 

Aberthaw Power Stations  
by John Etherington 
 
• One megawatt is sufficient to run about 400 electric kettles at once. 
 
During more than 40 years of power generation at The Leys, Aberthaw, the industry has 
provided employment for a significant number of Llancarfan parishioners, but this was not 
achieved without great controversy. 
 
In the early 1950s, the proposal for a major power station on the Vale coast brought 
"thousands of letters" of opposition to Sir Raymond Gower, MP. A public meeting in St 
Athan rejected the plan by a small majority, but a public petition from the village was sent to 
the Chairman of the British Electricity Authority, with nearly 300 signatures, supporting the 
project. 
 
After a Public Inquiry, the scheme was upheld by an announcement to the House of 
Commons in 1955, and construction work commenced in 1956. One of the losers was The 
Leys Golf Club, which was about to celebrate its 60th birthday. The Central Electricity 
Authority paid £27,500 in compensation to the 275-member club, so the birthday never 
happened. 
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When Aberthaw-A Station came on line in the early 1960s it was able to generate over 600 
megawatts, more than twice the generation capacity which South Wales possessed at the time 
of nationalisation in 1947. 
 
The A-Station was specifically designed to use "low volatile" coal (anthracite) from South 
Wales. At full capacity it consumed 240 tons per hour and the two 425 foot chimney stacks 
dominated the Vale coast during the second half of the 20th century. In 1972, two of its six 
boilers were converted to oil firing in an unfortunate venture which was halted by the massive 
increase in oil price imposed by OPEC after 1973. 
 
By the time Aberthaw-A was commissioned, the planning of Aberthaw-B was well advanced 
and its construction started in 1963. The B-Station was designed to consume the whole 
production of anthracite from South Wales, and to this day it pays the wages of that great 
success story, Tower Colliery. The boilers burn 600 tonnes per hour and the stacks of the A-
Station were dwarfed by its three separate chimneys all contained in one 500-foot unit. 
 
Aberthaw-B has a generating capacity of 1,500 megawatts and, when it came on line in 1971, 
was the largest anthracite-burning power station in Europe. Its output is sufficient to supply 
the electricity needs of five cities the size of Cardiff. During the period when both A- and B-
Stations were in operation, the  combined output of 2,100 megawatts made Aberthaw the 
biggest generating team of conventional power stations in Europe. 
 
The annual turnover is more than £200 million, one of the biggest businesses in the area with 
a directly employed staff of 200 and spin-off employment for many more.  
 
A great change on the Aberthaw site was started with the decommissioning of the A-Station 
in 1995. It last fed power to the National Grid in March of that year, and the subsequent 
demolition of its chimneys and great brick-clad turbine hall has yet again changed the coastal 
landscape of the Vale.  
 
I am grateful to John Rainford, Station Manager, Aberthaw Power Station, Innogy PLC, for 
the information on which this article is based.  
 
Left. The power stations at dusk in 1984. Aberthaw A (backround) and Aberthaw B 
(foreground) . From an original CEGB photo. 
 
Below right. Aberthaw B as it is now. Photo by Nic Etherington. 
 
 
 
Raglan Chapel 
 
The last Newsletter contained a note on Edward Lhwyd’s reference to a St Margaret's Chapel, 
in Llancarfan, “wh formerly belonged to Garn-lwyd." This was written around 1697. The 
present day Raglan Chapel of St Cadoc's is reputed to have been built or endowed by the 
Raglan family of Garnllwyd, leading the editor to suggest a relationship between it and 
Lhwyd's St Margaret's Chapel.  
 
This item caught the eye of Jim Morgan, Chairman of the Llantwit Major Local Historical 
Society who wrote, quoting parts of a document which was published in Marie Trevelyan's 
book on Llantwit Major (1910): - 
 
EXCHEQUER SPEC. COM. ELIZ GLAMORGAN No 3438 A.D.1572 
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Information by Thomas Ragland of Lysvronythe as to a chantry 
founded by his grandfather at Llantwit Church.  
" The examintions taken at Gorton in the County of Glamorgan the 
second day of April in the xiiij yere of the raigne of our dread 
sovereign Lady Quene.… 
 
Thomas Ragland of Lysvronythe  in the county of glamorgan gent of 
the age of lx yeres or thereabouts sworen upon holy evangelist and 
examyned touching his knowledge of any concyled lands within the 
counter of glamorgan foresaid deposyth and saythe that long syns one 
Sr heughe Ragland being this deponents grandfather's brother and in 
those days vicar generall to the Bysshop of landaff founde a chauntery 
or chappell in th----- for all christien sowles in the west end of the 
church of lantwitt and bought certeyn lands in his lyff tyme wch 
afterwards he gave unto certeyne feffees whose surnames (as he 
remebryth) were, Philpott, Potre, Croke and Dere for the use of  
finding a chantery prist wch dayly should pray for the sowles in the 
said chappell."  
 
This document refers to relatives of the Llancarfan Raglans of Garnllwyd. The  family 
obtained the house c. early 17th C., by marriage into the Mathew family, which had reputedly 
built it. G.T. Clark's account in Archeologia. Cambrensis (1865) says the Raglan family "had 
acquired property in Llantwit-major, in the generation before their settlement at Garnllwyd". 
The Raglan family having endowed a family chapel in one home might have done so in 
another?  
 
Is there any further documentation? 
 
 

PDF created with pdfFactory trial version www.pdffactory.com

http://www.pdffactory.com
http://www.pdffactory.com

