
                      
 LLANCARFAN SOCIETY 
 
Newsletter 45    March 1992 
 
Well, the first celandines and daffodils are out now and spring is really with us. The 
A.G.M. is past and another year of the Llancarfan Society begins. 
The greatest joy of putting the Newsletters together is reading contributions from 
members. This month we again have evidence of just how world-wide our circulation has 
become with a letter from Beatrice Bryer (nee Griffiths) in Bulawayo, Zimbabwe. 
Beatrice's letter is printed in this Newsletter. 
Contrasted with this pleasure is the sadness of announcing that others of our members 
have died. I suppose most of us in the Society are at least middleaged, even if we pretend 
not to be, and it should come as no surprise that life cannot go on for ever. Despite this, 
there is always a sense of shock to discover that another friend or acquaintance will not be 
seen again. 
At the A.G.M. our new chairman, Mick Mace, reminded us that we should not forget the 
other villages of the parish nor the Community area of Llancarfan at large. This increases 
the pleasure of receiving some more notes from Llantrithyd and seeing that the May Day 
walk will be based on Llantrithyd this year. Any offers for conducted tours of other parts 
of the area? 
Whenever we talk about planning and the future, it seems to cause a bit of excitement, and 
some members feel it would be better to keep away from such controversial subjects. 
However, this would be a censorship of the news we send to our further-flung members, 
so this month's Newsletter carries a piece related to planning. There is intentionally no 
editorial comment in the hope that some of you will write to tell us your feelings. 
SUBSCRIPTIONS: Usually, this month, we would include a reminder that subscriptions 
are now overdue. However, in his last letter to me, Phil Watts says that we now have 162 
paid-up mailing addresses - roughly the same or a few more than last year. There may 
remain one or two of you who want to rejoin - £5.00 to Phil Watts please. 
Phil's original idea for the Society in 1987 has certainly taken-off - we know that many of 
the mailing addresses represent a whole family and often the Newsletters are handed on to 
other folk as well - at a guess each one is read by at least three people giving us a 
circulation of 400 to 500 people!  The other side of the coin is that the present day 
population within the old parish boundary of Llancarfan is also around 500: if they were 
all members it would nearly double our readership at a stroke - where are you all? 
We have also said many times that we would like to attract more young members, not just 
the dwindling band of older folk - any ideas? If those ideas take the form of material for 
the Newsletter, so much the better because this will be our ultimate problem in 
maintaining the vitality of the Society for all the members outside Llancarfan - our old 
friends, John and Laura Alvey, have described it as "in some respects our life-line with the 
village. 
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ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING, SLIDE SHOW and BUFFET - JANUARY 23 1992 
The A.G.M. was not quite so well attended as last year - maybe this was due 
to the foul weather of the preceding week or perhaps we were not quite so efficient in 
advertising it - in part the editor's fault as there was a gap of several weeks between the 
previous Newsletter and the meeting. 
News of various happenings during the year was given, including the announcement that 
Professor Sir Keith Thomas, son of the late Vivian Thomas, Pancross Farm, had agreed to 
assume the Presidency of the Society. 
As usual the main business of the meeting passed without a hitch - we are fortunate in 
having Officers who, apart from minor reshuffling of duties are content to serve from year 
to year. Our membership seems happy to accept this and so we are deprived of knife-edge 
politics or landslide victories! The new Committee, this year comprises Chairman, Mick 
Mace; Secretary, Barbara Milhuisen; Membership Secretary, Phil Watts; Treasurer, Joyce 
Andrews; Newsletter Editor, John Etherington; Assistant Secretary (Newsletter printer); 
Mavis Coles; Other members, Geof Burrows; Len Fairfax (new member); Andrew 
Griffiths; Les Harrhy (new member); Derek Higgs; Gwynne Liscombe; Valerie Watts 
(new member). As last year, Norton Evans, the Willows, has agreed to audit our 1993 
accounts. Other business conducted at the meeting concerned the moving of the A.G.M. 
date from January to March from next year onward with consequent minor changes to our 
rules. 
The business of the meeting was followed by a most interesting slide-show featuring 
houses of South Glamorgan and nearby parts of South Wales. The speaker was Mrs 
Yvonne Weeding of Cowbridge. The evening closed with a buffet, bar and raffle. We are 
grateful to all who helped. 
 
FUTURE EVENT; MAY DAY WALK 

This will be on Monday, May 4th, and includes visits to Llantrithyd Church and 
Llantrithyd Place, together with the Deer Park. Meet your guides, Val Watts and Len 
Mortimer at 10.30 a.m. at Llantrithyd Church. After the walk we shall retire to the Fox 
and Hounds, Llancarfan in time for lunch and the usual raffle. 
 

DATES FOR THE DIARY: 

There will be a BARBECUE at Abernant on Friday, June 12th and the ANNUAL 
DINNER will be on September 25th, also a Friday. 

 

ADDRESSES: Contributions for the Newsletter (which will be very welcome) should be 
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sent to the Editor, John Etherington, Parc-y-Bont - New Buildings, Llanhowell, Solva, 
Haverfordwest, Pembrokeshire, Dyfed, SA62 6XX. Subscriptions and problems with 
mailing: to the Membership Secretary, Phil Watts, Abernant Bungalow. Llancarfan, Barry, 
South Glamorgan, CF6 9AD. Agenda items and correspondence for the Committee to 
Barbara Milhuisen, 73 Tynewydd Road, Barry, South Glamorgan, CF6 6BA. 
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TIES AND SCARVES: Phil Watts was selling Llancarfan Society ties during the A.G.M. 
- at that time there were a dozen or so left so you had better contact him quickly if you 
want one of our little gold and white stags on a green ground. 

Barbara Milhuisen tells us that she has now negotiated a supply of silk scarves for the 
ladies of the Society - these will cost £5.50 (the same as 
the ties) and carry the same stag motif on a green ground (see Geoff Burrows' explanation 
in Newsletter 41). More news on ordering in a future Newsletter. 

Returning to the stag for a moment, Clark (1865) wrote of St Cadoc that "he is even said 

to have named the stream Nant Carvan or Brook of the Stags, because while engaged 

upon the monastery two stags assisted him in dragging a beam". Recently,in reading St 

David of Dewisland (N. Rees 1992), the editor encountered the following quotation: "The 

medieval Life of St David --- gave a Christian interpretation: ---- the stag signifying the 

conflict of light and darkness - good and evil, symbolised the power of the Christian 

church over pagan, or pre-Christian belief." 

 

OBITUARIES  by Phil Watts 

Each month we seem to record the sad passing of old friends. 
Charles Shepherd was one of our respected members and contributed occasionally to the 
Newsletter so it is with deep regret that we have to record his death. Charles Shepherd 
worked as one of the Chief Librarians in Cardiff. He is the author of several books and 
articles, some of which feature the villages of St Nicholas and Bonvilston. Charles lived at 
the Downs, near the top of Tumble Hill, until he retired to Narberth in West Wales to live 
with his daughter. We shall miss him as a contributor and critic and we are grateful for his 
interest and writings. 

Jim Hamber: Jim died after a long illness which he endured with a great amount of 
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cheerfulness. Jim was the husband of Megan Hamber (formerly Collier,  of Llancarfan) 
and a music teacher for over 60 years. Megan and Jim have many connections with 
Llancarfan over the years and attended our inaugural dinner in the Fox and Hounds. Jim 
was for many years secretary of the Barry Rugby Club and well-known in the Barry area. 
We hear that Megan is not very well and wish her a speedy recovery. 

Doreen Harris recently died as a result of a road accident. Doreeen was the wife of David 
Harris, son of Dai Harris, for many years landlord of the Fox and Hounds. Before his 
retirement he was manager of the Aberthaw Cement Works. They both attended our 
inaugural dinner at the Fox and Hounds. Our thoughts go out to David at this sad time. 

 

LLANCARFAN IN LITERATURE 

The Editor has been searching for writings about Llancarfan, though with relatively little 
success. The Vale of Glamorgan has featured in the work of a handful of novelists - we 
have previously quoted from R. D. Blackmore's Fair Maid of Sker. Leslie Thomas recent 
Loves and Journeys of Revolving Jones commences a little indecently on a church pew in 
Barry and we have a homegrown author, Alun Morgan, who wrote the novels Inn of Fear 
and Elizabeth,  
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Fair Maid of Sker as well as a reference work, The Legends of Porthcawl and the 
Glamorgan Coast from which we have previously gleaned some notes. Except for 
Thomas' brief mention of Barry, all of these books are concerned with the far western 
Vale and not with our home area. 

Earlier writers, describing their journeys through Wales, again seem to have neglected the 
eastern Vale and it is not until the beginning of this century that we find travel guides and 
county histories which tell us more. 

The earliest source, Gerald of Wales (c.1146-1223) was unfruitful; neither the Journey 
Through Wales nor The Description of Wales contains anything Gerald travelled from 
Llandaff to Margam Abbey in March, 1188, presumably passing through the parish on the 
old Portway but giving it not a mention 
despite its ancient ecclesiatical conections. 

Malkin (1804), in the Scenery, Antiquities, and Biography of South Wales, does mention 
Llancarfan: "There was anciently a monastery at Llancarvan, founded about the end of the 
fifth century, by Cadock, son to Prince Brechan." He says little else, except to mention his 
contemporary, Edward Williams, Iolo Morgannwg, as a son of the village and in relation 
to the neighbouring Flemingston, then Iolo's home. In the light of our previous article 
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(Newsletter 44) this is interesting. 

"The village of Flemingstone derives its name ---- from the family of Fleming who 
possessed the castle and Lordship of St George's under Robert Fitzhamon. ----- In this 
village lives Mr Edward Williams; a man who is capable of doing the world more service, 
than the world either seems willing to receive or to return. He stands unrecommended by 
external rank in society; yet are his mental powers of a superior order. He is best known 
to the English public, by two volumes of poems, highly meritorious, considering the 
disadvantages under which they were composed: but his best claims to distinction are 
founded in his knowledge as an antiquarian, profound and sagaceous in every thing 
curious relating to the customs, manners, and history of his native principality." 

Malkin recorded Iolo's travels and his return in 1777 to Glamorganshire where he: "has 
ever since exercised the humble occupation to which he was originally destined. His 
attachment to the cause of the French revolution, at a time when it presented prospects to 
the warm-hearted, which are for ever shut out by rapine, injustice and tyranny, created him 
many enemies before the extinction of party: but this can no longer operate to his 
predjudice." 

Malkin also attracted the editor's botanical attention by writing of St Athan and the castle, 
built in 1091 "by Roger Berclos": "A very luxurient wild-figtree grows out of the cement, 
of which the chapel walls are composed; and it is remarkable how much that tree affects 
such situations ---- perhaps this wilding might be originally produced from the seed of the 
cultivated fig, planted by the Norman lords in their gardens." This must be East Orchard 
Castle, the seat of the Berkerolles family, and now entirely ruined. Hopkins' account in 
The Vale of Glamorgan Series volume 4 (Stewart Williams 1962) identifies this "castle" as 
an unfortified manor house. 

One of the most extensive accounts of the village, even to the present day, is G. T. Clark's 
set of three articles in Archaeologia Cambrensis (1865-66) running to over 60 pages. One 
day we shall quote further from this, but his introduction to the village is still true today: 
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"In the natural disposition of its surface, Llancarvan presents much quiet beauty. The lias 
is here intersected by narrow and tortuous valleys, each of which has its peculiar streamlet 
winding across a meadow between steep but grassy banks. At the meeting of these valleys 
below Penon, they expand into some of those sylvan amphitheatres which do not indeed 
produce striking emotions, but of which the eye is never weary." (Lias - the geological 
name of the local limestone. Place names are Clark's spellings. See footnote for some 
biographical details). 

Later, in 1913, Marianne Spencer wrote The Annals of South Glamorgan which contained 
a short chapter on Llancarfan from which we have already quoted quite extensive pieces in 
previous Newsletters. Her opening lines were much more down to earth than Clark's 
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celebration of the village: 

"Llancarvan*, or Nantcarvan as the village is sometimes called is a parish in the hundred 
of Dinas Powis and ecclesiastically in the see and rural-deanery of Llandaff." 

"Llancarvan contains eight hamlets, and its boundaries include the extra- 
parochial district of Llanveithin." The hamlets are Llancadle, dedicated to St Cadell, 
Llanbethery, Liege Castle, Llanveithin, Moulton, Penon, Treguff and Wlterton (sic)." 

"* Llancarvan - the church of Carvan or German; Nantcarvan - the brook of Carvan. The 
derivation has also been ascribed to carw, a stag. 

Much more recently the village was the centrepiece of Stan Awbery's Llancarfan, the 
Village of a Thousand Saints (1957). His opening lines have a particular poignancy today: 

"In the peaceful valley of the Carfan River in the Vale of Glamorgan stands the beautiful 
and unspoiled village of Llancarfan. If you visit it you will feel as if nothing could stir it 
into activity. You will hear only the singing of the birds and you will begin to understand 
the silence of the lovely countryside which is now being destroyed so quickly and in so 
many places." 

Quarter of a century on, this needs no comment. 

There are some other early works which may make reference to the village: so far I have 
not tracked down a copy of Rice Merrick's (1578) Morganiae Archaiography: a book of 
the antiquities of Glamorgan and have yet to plough through the relevant part of The 
Official Progress of the 1st Duke of Beaufort through Wales in 1684 of which I have 
located a facsimile copy. 

Can anyone help with more references to Llancarfan in literature, or even better, copies of 
early works relating to the eastern and central Vale and the Parish of Llancarfan? 
Information to John Etherington please. 

Footnote: G. T. Clark (1809-98) has been quoted so many times before that you may like 
to know more about him: unlike many 19th century antiquarians, he was not a country 
vicar, but an English engineer, who started life on the G.W.R. with Brunel and then 
became the controller of Dowlais Ironworks. His friendship with Robert Jones, Fonmon 
probably accounted for the interest in Llancarfan and the eastern Vale (Oxford Companion 
to the Literature of Wales). 
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THE S. P. PERKINS' MAPS and a note from Phil Watts 
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Hanging on the stairs of the public library in Barry is a whimsically illustrated map of 
Llancarfan, drawn by Mr S. P. Perkins in 1969. We have mentioned this map before and 
several members, who lived in Llancarfan at the time, have copies. 

Phil Watts writes: I have just made contact with Mr Perkins, architect of the illustrated 
Llancarfan map drawn-up in 1969. My curiosity was aroused and I ventured to contact 
him because Megan Hamber gave me a copy of what I thought was the same map in 
Welsh, but as it did not have Abernant drawn, in or mentioned, I was intrigued to know 
why not. 

Visiting Mr Perkins is a protracted event he being 94 and very deaf but he remains very 
articulate and of good memory. It seems that he made many starts to the work, some 
completed, some not. He is not quite sure from which he produced the many maps 
hanging in houses around the village and further afield. 

He has given me several copies of the smaller size, along with a negative some in English, 
some in Welsh. I wonder whether there would be any interest in reproducing the maps? 
We ourselves contemplate framing the Welsh one along with the English one which we 
already have. 
 

Editorial note: the copy which we now have at our new home in Pembrokeshire is the 

large, English version and even these were customized: at the time we had it from him Mr 

Perkins added some extra detail concerning our bungalow, Ceffyl Du and the Black Horse 

Land on which it stood. 

 

A LETTER FROM ZIMBABWE 
Beatrice Bryer (nee Griffiths) writes as follows from Bulawayo in Zimbabwe: I recently 
spent a very pleasant evening reading 1991's Newsletters which I had received that day 
from my brother, Danny Phillips of "Broomwell". I was born at "Broomwell" in 1932 and 
spent a very happy childhood there. Reading the article by my cousin, Kate Harber, 
brought back happy memories. Life was  
much the same in my early teens. I remember the Ragwells below Castle Ditches and near 
the bottom of Penonn Hill but I am ashamed to admit that I am ignorant of house names. 
We always referred to houses by the owner's names and Uncle Johnnie's and Aunt 
Maggie's was Top End. 

The article Fear reminded me of a story I was told about a dog we had named Toby. 
Apparently Toby was kept on a chain near our front gate. One night he broke loose and 
decided to take a stroll down to the village, through the churchyard, toward the "Fox and 
Hounds" where, at closing time, a few of the customers started to take a short cut through 
the church yard but quickly changed their minds when they heard the rattling chain. I 
wonder if they ever discovered the culprit? 
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I wish I could take part in today's Llancarfan Society but it is a long way from Bulawyo, 
Zimbabwe where I have been living since 1969. 

My best wishes to the Committee and all my old friends and acquaintances. 
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LLANCARFAN NEWS 

In December we enlarged on Derek Higgs observations on the host of activities which go 
on in the "sleepy" village of Llancarfan. This month, we can add another two. 

The first featured in the Barry and District News, February 20, with a photograph and 
short article. Mike and Cilla Evans, landlord and landlady of the Fox and Hounds, 
arranged a number of fund-raising events in the Fox, collecting sufficient money to 
purchase two nebulisors for the Vale of Glamorgan Asthma Society. 

The second was reported in the Western Mail, March 6, Kate Phillips, Whitechapel 

orchestrated a massive charity collection for Albania, organised by the Feed the Childeren 

(Wales) fund. Over two tons of goods were collected and a successful coffee morning 

held in the village hall. 

Congratulations to all of those who were involved in both these ventures.  

FOX AND HOUNDS - CAMRA AWARD 
A few days after we found the press-report of the Fox and Hounds asthma collection, 
Mike's enthusiasm and perseverence as landlord was further rewarded by the Campaign 
for Real Ale which gave the Fox South Glamorgan Pub of the Year award - "a good mix 
of locals and visitors gives it a relaxed and congenial atmosphere." The  Barry and District 
News for March 5 reported Mike as saying "I feel very privileged to receive the award". 
Congratulations from 
the Llancarfan Society to all at the Fox. Some "out of town" members will not know that, 
a few years ago a photograph of the Fox formed the cover illustration of CAMRA's Real 
Ale Guide - much to the editor's chagrin he forgot to buy one. 

 

LAND AUTHORITY FOR WALES PLANNING APPLICATION 

According to the Western Mail, March 9, MP for the Vale, John Smith accused the Land 
Authority of "outrageous property speculation" when he learned that it had applied for 
planning permission for executive homes on the five acres which it bought a couple of 
years ago when Penonn Farm land was sold (the hillside field opposite New Mill). Further, 
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he claimed that the Authority was no longer acting in the public interest: "-- when the 
Land Authority for Wales was set up, its purpose was to create a land bank for use in the 
public interest." 

The chief executive of LAW is reported as saying "We need senior management housing 
and it is our role to try and ensure that it is available. We are doing this in the interest of 
the people of Wales." 

Well - here's a hornet's nest! - vested interest or best interest, inevitable development or 
desecration, greed, speculation or NIMBY? Editor dare not comment - he's been in 
trouble before and now doesn't live in, or own property in the village. Come on, what do 
readers think? How would your view differ if you owned a field next door, house opposite 
or were a "captain of industry" wanting to move into this lovely village? 
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As a curious postcript, on the day the editor read this article, he had written a suggestion 
that our proposed book on Llancarfan should have, as a cover-picture, a panoramic 
photograph of the village taken from this very field. Such a photograph also illustrates 
Llancarfan in Stewart Williams' Vale of Glamorgan series. 
 

THE GLANELY - LLANTRITHYD CHURCH CONNECTION and LLANTRITHYD 
NEWS 
a note from Phil Watts 

Two items in previous Newsletters have described the donation of an electric generator to 
the Church at Llantrithyd and its commemoration on a wall plaque. 

We are grateful to Mamie Watts for telling us that the connection between the Church and 
Lord Glanely was that the then vicar, Banks-Williams, was married to Polly Pratt, a cousin 
of Lord Glanely, head of the William Tatum Shipping Line. The above information is 
confirmed by Valerie Watts, Llantrithyd. 

Also in conversation with Valerie, we are told that her mother, Eva Harris, School House, 
has just retired in November 1991 from playing the organ for church services after 74 
years. She strted playing when she was 14. Unfortunately Eva is not in good health at the 
moment, being in hospital for a cataract operation. Valerie also tells us that her 
grandchildren make-up the sixth generation of readers in the church. Her family also have 
four generations of churchwardens. 

 

ARCHAIC WORDS - a question from Phil Watts 

Do we use the word "Bailey" in these modern times to describe the walking area in front 
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of a country house? I know that Abernant, The Woodlands and New Mill had a Bailey 
which had to be washed clean with water and a hard brush 
every Saturday; this prevented the area from turning green and becoming covered with 
moss. In modern times chemicals can be used for removing moss and green discolouration 
from sun-starved areas. The Bailey has probably been replaced by the Patio in most 
modern homes but this is likely to consist of cement squares rather than stone slabs. The 
dictionary says, of Bailey, that it is from the French bailler (to enclose), meaning the 
external wall or outer courtyard of a castle. 

Editorial note: the Shorter O.E.D. adds an Old French word, baille meaning an enclosed 
court. 

Just a thought - like the fig tree mentioned in the writings of Malkin (in the article above), 
is this word a Vale dialect survivor of Norman occupation? - we used to call patio doors, 
French windows? 
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