
                       
 
 LLANCARFAN SOCIETY 

 
Newsletter 65   January-February 1995 
 
I'm afraid we are down to one Newsletter every couple of months or so at the moment 
because I have to wait for contributions to come in or spend time writing-up odds and 
ends of information. 
If anyone has anything half-finished now is the time to get down to it before spring 
weather attracts you to outdoor pursuits. Even a few notes on Llancarfan matters will be 
welcome - anything which will interest readers. 
 
SUBSCRIPTIONS 
January has come and gone, taking us into a new year. Sadly this means that we again 
need to ask for your subscription. So successful is our annual calendar of events that we 
need not increase the subscription which remains at £5.00 for each mailing address, £2.50 
for senior citizens. 
 
DATES FOR THE DIARY 

The ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING  will be on Friday, March 10, at 7.30. In addition 
to  the very brief AGM there will be a glass of wine, refreshments and a slide show and 
short talk by John Etherington. Please come along for what is usually a very pleasant 
social occasion. 

WHIST DRIVE: The next whist drive will be on Friday, April 7 at 7.30 pm in the Village 
Hall. 

MAY DAY WALK: Monday, May 29. A walk, based on the Village Hall will be held - 
details to be announced with the next Newsletter. 

BARBEQUE: By kind invitation of Arwyn and Margaret Rees, the Barbeque will be held 
at Pen-Onn Farm on Sunday, June 25. 

50th ANNIVERSARY: END OF WORLD WAR II: The Community Council will 
organise local events on Saturday August 19. (See news of members, friends and places, 
below). 

ANNUAL DINNER 1995: Saturday, September 23. Numbers will be limited to 72 on a 

first, come first served basis. 
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WHIST DRIVE: Friday, 27 October. 

DECEMBER GATHERING OF MEMBERS: December 5, Fox and Hounds. 

 
ADDRESSES: Contributions for the Newsletter (which will be very welcome) should be 
sent to the Editor, John Etherington, Parc-y-Bont - New Buildings, Llanhowell, Solva, 
Haverfordwest, Pembrokeshire, Dyfed, SA62 6XX. We will also be pleased to print short 
announcements of village functions but they must be sent in writing, at least 6-8 weeks in 
advance. Subscriptions and problems with mailing: to the Membership Secretary, Phil 
Watts, Abernant Bungalow, Llancarfan, Barry, South Glamorgan, CF62 3AD. Agenda 
items and 
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correspondence for the Committee to the Secretary, Sheila Mace, Pel y Dryn, 
Llanbethery, Barry, South Glamorgan, CF62 3AN. Arrangements for visits to sick 
members: Len Fairfax, Summit View, Aberthin, Cowbridge, S. Glam. (Cowbridge 
772654). 
 
LOVE SPOON AND CASE 
In the last Newsletter we recorded the auction of a lovespoon, made for the Society by 
Mike Cram, husband of Val (who older members will recollect as Val Jones, Great 
House). So sad were we to see this spoon leave the Society that Mike kindly agreed to 
make as onother, for permanent exhibition in the Community Hall. Problems of security 
have arisen with other items displyed in the Hall and Mike has compounded his kindness 
by making a display-case for the spoon to deter vandals or thieves (isn't this sad). Mike 
has now written to say that the spoon and case will be ready by the time of the AGM. 
Llancarfan wins the affection of some who have not lived in the village Mike is one of 
these and we have now seen him so many times at Society events that he seems as much 
part of the village as many long-time residents. 
 
GOSPELS OF ST CHAD (THE LICHFIELD GOSPELS) a letter from Campbell G 

Reed, Baswich, Stafford (formerly 
Bridge House) 

The last Newsletter carried a note concerning the Gospels of St Chad, now lodged in 
Lichfield Cathedral, and a West Wale's clergyman's attempt to have the manuscript 
returned to Wales from which, he maintains, it was wrongly taken many centuries ago. 
The note was included in our Newsletter because the Western Mail suggested that some 
scholars believe that the Gospels might have been written in Llancarfan. 
Campbell Reed wrote the following response:- 
This whole question of the origin of the St Chad's Gospels is not a new one. I have a letter 
here dated 30 September 1968, written to me (at Lichfield) by the late Canon Harold Rew 
(Canon of Llandaff) who ministered to Llancarfan souls for many years. 
I quote "The so-called Chad Gospels are housed in your Cathedral. Their proper name is 
"St Teilo's Gospels", and they were "pinched" from Llandaff! I, being the Canon Librarian, 
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am very cross about it but nothing can be done!" 
I've more than a passing interest in Lichfield Carthedral since I attended services there 
frequently when we lived in Lichfield, before moving to Stafford. In fact, my eldest 
daughter was baptised there. 
I drew attention to the letter I received from the late Canon, to the present Chancellor but 
he seems to completely refute the idea that the Gospels were stolen from Llandaff. 
Again, I quote:- "There is no new evidence for the provenance of the Gospels and no 
evidence that, as has been suggested, 'they were stolen by monks from Mercia, in revenge 
for the earlier burning of the Cathedral'! The claim of Llandaff is no longer taken seriously 
by scholars." 
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So the "tug of war" seems to go on!  In case the St Chad' Gospels don't appear in South 
Wales I am enclosing a postcard of one of his pages! 

Campbell's postcard was a delightful colour reproduction of an illumination from one of 
the pages of St Luke. The full manuscript is of St Matthew, St Mark and part of St Luke. 

The most authoritative information I can find is in  the Oxford Companion to the 
Literature of Wales (ed. Meic Stephens, 1986). This gives the alternative names of The 
Book of St Chad,  The Book of St Teilo or The Lichfield Gospels. 
It says that the book was written in the early eighth century but its origins are cloudy. 
References to St Teilo suggest that the book might have spent its early life at Llandeilo 
Fawr, Carmarthenshire but it was in the possession of Lichfield Church by the end of the 
tenth century. Though there is no mention of the South Wales' claim  the additional 
memorandum is discussed, This was written in Old Welsh in the eighth centure and is 
probably the earliest extant passage of written Welsh. Hardly fair to dismiss this bit of 
Welsh history as "scribbles in the margins" (as did the Chancellor of Lichfield Cathedral). 
 
FONMON ARCHIVES by John Etherington 
In previous Newsletters we have several times talked of Fonmon Castle which lies just 
outside the parish of Llancarfan, looking across at us over the Kenson Brook (eg 
Newsletter 16). From the 13th century to the present day, a collection of letters and 
documents has accumulated, enshrining the history of the Castle and the families which 
have lived there (Jones, Seys and Boothby). Also amongst the papers are letters written by 
the Wesley brothers, John and Charles to Robert Jones II. Recently, the Western Mail and 
Barry & District News reported that Sir Brooke Boothby, current owner of the Castle and 
collection, intends to sell the Wesley Letters and other important archival documents at a 
Sotheby's auction. The remainder of the collection has been offered for private sale to the 
Glamorgan Record Office which has held the whole archive on loan from Fonmon during 
the last 42 years. 
There is concern that the more collectable documents such as the Wesley Letters may be 
purchased outside Britain. The Glamorgan Record Office has launched an appeal for funds 
to buy these items. About £60,000 must be raised. It might be a worthwhile gesture for 
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the Society to make a donation to this fund - I shall suggest this for the next Committee 
Meeting - but in case any members want to help, the address is Glamorgan Record Office, 
Fonmon Appeal, Mid-Glamorgan County Hall, Cathays Park, Cardiff, CF1 3NE 
(information from 0222 780282). 
 
OBITUARIES by Phil Watts 
This first week of February has seen the passing of two of the greatest stalwarts of St. 
Cadoc's Church, Llancarfan, and St. Illtyd's, Llantrithyd. I refer to Edward Williams, 
Llancadle Farm and Eva Harris, Church House, Llantrithyd. 
Edward Williams will be remembered as one of the more thoughtful of farmers and not 
easily rushed into rash decisions. Always well to the fore in the community life and a 
socially amicable character. He gave many years of 
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service to the Parish Council. He can be seen as one of the younger members of the 
Council in the 1958 photograph of the Parish Council in the "Village of a Thousand 
Saints" by Stan Awbery. He served several vicars as church warden. Everyone was 
pleased to see him at the induction of our present incumbant, Malcolm Davies. His love of 
horses has spread through his family so the chances of the number of winners is likely to 
be greater in the future. He had many winners. He was a great starter, a well-bred stayer, 
and a powerful finisher. He will be missed - we will all enjoy memories of his life and share 
with his family the joy that he spread around him. 

Eva Harris gave her life to St. Illtyd's Church, the community and her family around her. 
She served her church as organist, church warden, cleaner, bell ringer and anything else 
that was needed. She is probably our last connection with the reign of Queen Victoria and, 
like Queen Victoria, she had a glorious long reign living the whole of her life in 
Llantrithyd for which many people of the area are truly grateful. We express our sadness 
for the family but 
thankful for being around and living at the same time as Eva. 

 

NEWS OF MEMBERS, FRIENDS AND PLACES 

A Children's Christmas Party was held at the Community Hall with the help of a CASH 
award (Community Action Self Help) from the Vale of Glamorgan Borough Council. The 
grant also allowed carol singing on tractor trailer calling at the four pubs of the parish, the 
Three Horse Shoes, Green Dragon and Flying Goose (Mason's Arms) not forgetting the 
Fox and Hounds. This raised £84 in quick time towards Church Restoration and Village 
Hall Funds. An enjoyable time was had by all. It was a very cold night, fortunately dry, a 
mixture of young and old took part. Perhaps it could be repeated next year - with hand 
bells and some preparatory organizing practise etc. This year was a huge success because 
it was unrehearsed and emphasis on the unexpected (Phil Watts). 
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The Boxing Day Egg Race was the greatest success yet in terms of money raised. The 
organisers aim was to sell 1000 tickets; this was missed by a mere 16 eggs! Gwynne 
Liscombe has written on behalf of Phab Wales to thank the Society for its help. Each of 
the three causes supported: Llancarfan Church Restoration Fund, Margaret May Respite 
Centre and Phab Wales will receive £276.66 from the proceeds. First prize of £75 went to 
Sally Laight, Llantrithyd, second to Russel Watts, Abernant (£50)  and third to Mrs Rees 
c/o Pancross Farm (£25). Last home was Lyn Price, Moulton (£5). 

 

The Community Council will take the initiative in organising local celebrations to 
commemorate the end of World War II, fifty years ago. Events will take place on 
Saturday, August 19, the date chosen by Government for events in Communities all over 
Britain. 

 

The  Western Mail has recently commented on a survey carried-out by The Company 
magazine to locate Britain's most eligible bachelors. Amongst the top 50, ranking with 
Colin Jackson (athlete) and Michael Ball (singer), was 35 year-old opera-singer, Richard 
Morris, of Rhyd-y-Fro, Pontardawe, West 
-5- 

Glamorgan. Many readers will remember Richard as the son of Johnny and Jenny Morris 
of Llantrithyd who left us for Rhyd-y-Fro a couple of years ago. Should we congratulate 
or condole with them? - after all, girls may be queuing at the door! 

 

South Glamorgan is developing a Replacement Structure Plan 1991-2011: the consultative 
document is lodged at all Libraries and the various Council Offices of the area. Public 
responses are requested by March 17. One point of 

 interest to Llancarfan is that the proposals include "green belts" to protect countryside 
around Barry, Penarth and Cardiff (Barry and District News, February 9). 
 

During the week of fund raising for Children in Need in December, Charlotte Ashmore, 
Cattwg Cottages and Jacquie Pluck, formely of Pembroke Cottage now of Rhoose, raised 
over £1000 by the sale of clothes and other items at Ty Cattwg. 

 
 
Llancarfan Ladies Tuesday Club held a silent auction in the Village Hall and raised in 
excess of £250 to be divided between two of their named charities. A licensed bar and an 
enjoyable supper was enjoyed by those attending. 
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St Cadoc's Church bazaar held before Christmas brought in over £1000 towards the 
running expenses of the church. 

 

The Village Hall committee organised what has now become known as the Llancarfan 
Auction in November and raised over £350. There were 215 lots auctioned and many 
bargains to be had. The committee must be commended on the professional manner the 
event was organised and congratulated on the amount of work that went into such an 
event in order to make it a success. Not only as a successful fund-raising event but also an 
enjoyable social event - the amateurs mixing with the professionals. 

Well done Mike Bartlett and his team. 

 

In the Autumn, the Llancarfan Bridge Club organised a special bridge evening which 
raised over £200 for the Church Restoration Fund. 

The Bridge Club has been running a number of years now and meet once a month. At first, 
numbers were small but has now built-up to a consistent number of people who attend 
regularly. The success of the club is due to the perseverence of it's chief organiser and 
supporter, Pam Higgs. If you are free on a Monday night come along. 
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Worshippers attending Christmas Mass this year were given Communion from the 
Elizabethan Chalice and were able to view and handle it on the way out of church. We 
understand that the Elizabethan Chalice will again be made available at Easter and 
photographs to be taken and shown in the church. In the meantime, it's back to the bank 
for the chalice. 

 

SNAKES IN LLANCARFAN by John Etherington 

In her delightful article on childhood in Llancarfan, Margaret Rees wrote of snakes in the 
churchyard (Newsletter 61). This resurrected memories of our various encounters with 
snakes and slow-worms, during 23 years living at Ceffyl Du opposite that same 
churchyard. 

When I first came to Llancarfan in 1967, The Black Horse Land was an overgrown 
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wilderness of elderbushes, brambles, abandoned appletrees, seedlings of all sorts of wild 
trees and heaps of stone rubble, the remains of the former public house. 

We started to tidy-up during warm autumn weather and, one sunny weekend, the kids 
came running to show us a fairly large snake sunning itself on a pile of limestone blocks 
close to the road. It was more than two feet long, plumpish and a metallic dark grey 
colour - almost black - without any very obvious surface patterning. It was unlike anything 
I had seen before and, because it lacked the Adder's black and white zig-zag pattern along 
its back, I foolishly said "Its quite safe" - adders being our only poisonous snakes. 
Fortunately no one put this diagnosis to the test. 

We were still living in Cardiff at the time so, when we got home I dug-out various books 
and became even more puzzled than I had been at Llancarfan. It was much darker than 
any Grass Snake I had ever seen and had no spotted patterning or neck-collar. The other 
option, a Smooth Snake, is confined to England in an area centred on Dorset and the 
Hampshire-Sussex border - in any case it is a relatively light coloured small snake. The 
Slow-worm (a legless lizard, not a snake) approximates the colour but the creature we had 
seen was much too large for this. 

At the time I got no further but shortly afterwards discovered that the Adder has a colour 
variant in which the zig-zag on the back is more or less hidden by the dark background 
colouration These are named Black Adders on the Gower Peninsula, where they 
commonly occur, but they are occasionally found throughout Wales, Scotland and 
England. I have since learned to be more circumspect about potentially dangerous 
creatures! 

During the next spring we met our first Slow-worms amongst the piles of limestone 
chunks. They are my favourites, having a remarkable "polished metal" feel rather like one 
of those flexible metal-segment bracelets. If the adults are ornamental the babies are 
beautiful - like tiny pieces of living jewellery: a yellow back contrasting with the black or 
brown body and a thin black stripe running along the back. I think we saw Slow-worms in 
every year of our time in Llancarfan. Our killer Siamese cats used to upset my 
conservational feelings, and terrify Sheena, by bringing them into the house - fortunately 
they were quite often unharmed though most had performed their tail-shedding trick. This 
ploy works for, as often as not, the cats would appear with a still-wriggling tail of which 
the owner had made a hasty escape. 

Like so many folk, Sheena has an almost pathological fear of snakes and whilst she finds 
ordinary lizards attractive, cannot feel the same about Slow-worms which do indeed look 
like small snakes. 

Her closest and most frightening encounter came one day when she was strimming the 
grass at the top of the wall beside the front-drive of Ceffyl Du. The easiest way to do this 
was to walk slowly backwards while cutting the grass edge. Sheena was doing this, 
breaking all safety regulations by wearing a pair of flip-flop sandles, when she felt 
something clasp her ankle initially she thought she had backed into a plant stem or perhaps 
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a piece of baler-cord but, horror of horrors, a "snake" was actually wound around her 
ankle! 

The shriek would have awakened the dead - it certainly fetched me in time to see a sort of 
war dance which finally resulted in the poor Slow-worm flying into the air and thumping 
down onto the drive. At this stage my troubles started because I was torn between 
sympathy for the concussed reptile and a hysterical wife (she probably hasn't forgiven me 
for this even eight or nine years on). Once calm was restored I released the Slow-worm in 
the churchyard where it slid away looking a bit dazed. 

We never saw another Black Adder, or ordinary Adder, in the garden though they used to 
bask amongst the bracken on the hillside across the valley. One or two Grass Snakes 
appeared now and then but I think the garden was too shaded and lush for their tastes. We 
encounter both of these snakes much more often in the open heathy country around us 
here in Pembrokeshire. 

The last chapter of this short story was written not in Llancarfan but in Pembrokeshire a 
few years ago when we used to come down here for weekends. We were walking along 
the coastal footpath not far from St David's on a sunny spring morning when Sheena 
emitted another ear-splitting screm and I just caught a glimpse of a grass-snake 
disappearing into the bushes, no doubt cross at having its sunbathing disturbed. Again I 
was less than sympathetic "It was only a Grass-snake". However, Sheena was very upset 
and insisted that it had bitten her. "Nonsense, Grass-snakes don't bite". 
 
However when we got home, sure enough there were two tiny puncture wounds on her 
ankle and various experts pointed out that the Grass-snake may not be poisonous but it is 
armed with fangs which, though smaller, are just as able to penetrate human skin as those 
of the Adder. Even for the ornamental, quite harmless slow-worm the textbook says "It 
rarely bites." 

Snakes and dragons seem to abound in legends of the central Vale (there was a little note 
in Newsletter 64). I have recently read a delightful book, missed when it was first 
published in 1984, The Matter of Wales by Jan Morris. She wrote:- The winged serpents 
of Llancarfan, in Glamorgan, though they were as pestilential as foxes, were said to have 
crests that shone with all the colours of the rainbow, and wings like the feathers of a 
peacocks tail, and when they were disturbed they 'glided swiftly, sparkiling all over, to 
their hiding places'. She does not say where she found this quotation. 
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