
 
 
                                           LLANCARFAN SOCIETY   
 
Newsletter 77    June-July 1997 
 
Writing this Newsletter during the Wimbledon fortnight I can only say:"Global warming 
indeed!" I have sometimes been warmer in mid-winter whilst the mixture of constant high 
wind and heavy rain has left the countryside battered and the ground wet enough for 
February. I suppose it has saved the water authorities the embarassment of running out of 
supplies again, but I really do hope that some summer weather arrives in time for the 
school holidays. If it does not, you can sit indoors reading this Newsletter! 
 
ADDRESSES: Contributions for the Newsletter (which will be very welcome) should be 
sent to the Editor, John Etherington, Parc-y-Bont, Llanhowell, Solva, Haverfordwest, 
Pembrokeshire, SA62 6XX. We will also be pleased to print short announcements of 
village functions but they must be sent in writing, at least 6-8 weeks in advance. 
Subscriptions and problems with mailing: to the Membership Secretary, Margaret Rees, 
Pen-Onn Farm, Llancarfan, Barry, Vale of Glamorgan. Agenda items and correspondence 
for the Committee to the Secretary, Sheila Mace, Pel-y-Dryn, Llanbethery, Barry, Vale of 
Glamorgan, CF62 3AN. Arrangements for visits to sick members: Len Fairfax, Summit 
View, Aberthin, Cowbridge, Vale of Glam. (Cowbridge 772654). 
 
HAVE YOU PAID YOUR SUBSCRIPTION ? 
A few subscriptions remain outsanding. If you have overlooked payment and want to 
rejoin the Society please send £5.00 to Membership Secretary, Margaret Rees, Pen-Onn 
Farm, Llancarfan (£2.50 for a senior-citizen living alone). A renewal form was enclosed 
with Newsletter 75. A Society lapel badge is available to members at the time of renewing 
their subscription. 
 
NEWS OF MEMBERS, FRIENDS AND PLACES 
Sue and Bob Watts have written from Chateau de Seuil, Bordeaux announcing the birth of 
a grandson to their daughter Nicola who went to Llancarfan School during 1969-1975. At 
that time Sue and Bob lived at Timbers, next door to Ty To Maen Farm. In 1993 Nicola 
was married, in New Zealand, to a New Zealander, Sean Allison. Their son, Luca Robert 
Allison, was born in Auckland on January 1st, 1997, weighing 3.3 kg. Both are doing 
well. 
 
Some of you will have read recent issues of the Gem and noted that Sam and Patsy Smith 
have been sending out a "tidy-up Llancarfan" message. All strength to their respective 
elbows and to the children of the school who have done some tidying and held a 
competition to produce a prize-winning litter bin.  A few years ago the Llancarfan Society 
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organised a rubbish collecting evening and looking back to Newsletter 32 (1991) I am 
reminded that, in one hour, we tightly filled 6 black bin-bags with debris from the roads 
within the village and between Aberthaw and Llancarfan. At the time we commented that 
agricultural plastic, fast food containers, drink-cans and cigarette packets made the bulk of 
the collection. I'm afraid little has 
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changed - Sam and Patsy found the worst places near the Fox and Hounds, full of 
cigarette packets and School Hill with sweet wrappers and crisp bags. 

Perhaps the Society could devote another evening to Sam and Patsy's cause later in the 
summer. How about it Committee? 
 
Campbell Read wrote from Staffordshire in response to the query about the Cowbridge-
Aberthaw railway in Newsletter 76. He sent some photocopies from The Cowbridge 
Railway by Colin Chapman (Oxford Publishing Co. 1984) which included a facsimile of a 
Taff Vale Railway Notice offering a £10 reward for information on an offence which may 
put our modern litter problem in perspective:- 

Whereas on Tuesday, the 18th August, 1896, some evil-disposed Person or 
Persons placed Two Pieces of Iron on the Rail near Llanharry Station of the 
Cowbridge Railway, with the object 

of throwing a Train off the Line. 

The above Reward will be paid for such information as will lead to the 
discovery and conviction of a Person or Persons by whom 

the Piece of Iron was so placed. 

A. E. Beasley, General Manager, Cardiff. 

 

Pentyrch has a new point-to-point racecourse at Bonvilston and local lad, 
Evan Williams recently rode Mrs Jeanne Thomas' "Box of Delights" to victory in the 
Members Race. This was Evan's 16th win of the season. 

 

At the end of June, Mike and Charlotte Ashmore will be leaving the Fox and Hounds. 
After a few months in Spain they will return to a house which they have bought in 
Llantwit. Our best wishes go with them. 
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The Fox and Hounds is on the market or available for leasing as a single unit including the 
restaurant. We can but hope that the future will provide as many happy memories as the 
past. 

 

A couple of months ago the editor's mum-in-law wrote to say that she had found an 
unusual plant with brilliantly blue flowers, near the Knap Beach. As we have not had any 
wildlife observations recently I thought you might like this one as it includes a quite rare 
plant and some famous people. The plant was Blue Gromwell, of the Forget-me-not 
family. I have seen it occasionally on the cliffs at East Aberthaw near the old limeworks.  
Interestingly, it was first recorded at Porthkerry in 1793 by Joseph Banks who had been 
Captain Cook's botanist on the Endeavour, was honorary Director of Kew Gardens and 
President of the Royal Society. What brought him to Porthkerry I wonder?  
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Our neighbours in Barry must be fretting a little. After all the indecision surrounding the 
former Butlin's holiday camp on Friar's Point, it has now been suggested that the camp 
might serve as a prison with up to 3000 inhabitants. This is just under half the number of 
holidaymakers which it used to hold! There must be a moral somewhere? 

 

The HTV programme, Time Out,  presented by Arfon Haines-Davies and Jane 
Farnham featured Barry and the Vale recently. It managed to show the Fox and Hounds, 
the ford bridge and St Cadoc's but with no actual mention of Llancarfan by name! The 
Three Horseshoes, Moulton and Six Bells, Penmark appeared amongst the hostelries of 
note in the area. 
 
NAMES AND PLACES by John Etherington 
"In this part of the world everyone is everyone else's cousin, and those who aren't called 
Jones answer to Evans, which explains why they are always known by their places of 
residence" E. Isaacs, Clockmaker (1995). 
In the last Newsletter Gwynne Liscombe wrote about various individuals and families who 
were identified by tagging their christian name or surname with a place name. Others that I 
remember, more recently than Gwynne's, were Dai, Pen-Onn (the late Dai Phillips), Mary, 
Ford (Mary Jones or Mary "Socks" of Ford Cottages) and, still in use today: Tony, 
Pancross (the farmer) and Thomas, Pancross (the family of the late Vivian Thomas, Tony 
and Joan). 
Thirty-five years ago I moved from southeast England to Cardiff and this apposition of 
names was probably one of the first things which struck me about this uniquely different 
country of Wales. 
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It isn't just place names: here in Pembrokeshire we have Les the Milk, John the Fish and 
John, Artramont (landlord of our local). All who have read Dylan Thomas' Under Milk 
Wood will have revelled in Organ Morgan, Dai Bread and Willy Nilly Postman. Pat 
Molloy, formerly of the Dyfed-Powys Police  
mentions a Special Branch Officer who was Dai the Spy, and Dai Tec who became Dai 
Supertec when he was promoted to Superintendent! 

Individual's characteristics and social importance were used in the same way. Think of 
those kings from Welsh history Rhodri Mawr and Hywel Dda (the Great and the Good). 
Here in Solva our friend Dai Bomb, was once a devastating soccer player and, of course, 
most Englishmen believe all Welshmen to be little human moles called Dai Bach! - 
otherwise Taff. 

The explanation of this name-tagging goes back to the very different history of naming in 
Wales where, until quite recently each individual carried a patronymic which was 
effectively a recitation of the family history: Hywel Dda was really Hywel ap Cadell ap 
Rhodri ap Merfyn ap Ethil, a pedigree spanning well over a century. 

After Henry VIII enforced the Act of Union in 1536, the language clause had far-reaching 
effects: "frome hensforth no personne or personnes that use the Welsshe speche or 
langage shall have or enjoy any manner office or fees within the Realme of England Wales 
or other Kinges dominions ---". During the 
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next couple of centuries the Welsh language receded and the growth of English influence 
led to the adoption of fixed surnames instead of the Welsh patronymics. 

It was usual for the surname to be taken from the recent end of the patronymic string so 
Merfyn ap Hywel became Mervyn Powell. In Wales as anywhere else, given names were a 
matter of fashion and at this time often adopted from the Bible. The consequence was a 
proliferation of a few names which were adopted as surnames. For example John, Johns 
(Johns son), Sion, Jones and the derived Evan and Evans. This small pool of names 
underlay the habit of using the name of the dwelling, the occupation or some personal 
characteristic to separate all those cousins and the Jones, Evans and Griffiths, from each 
other. 
 
 
OF MOUSE, MAPS AND FIELDS by John Etherington 
Several years ago the late Roy Booker gave me a photocopy of a map, showing the manor 
of Lancadel (sic) in 1622. Some of you will remember that this map caused me a lot of 
grief in attempting to establish its origin. 
I knew that the Manor of Llancadle, together with several others, was surveyed at this 
time by one Evans Mouse, and his work is commonly cited as the "Mouse Maps". 
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However, Roy's copy was not a facsimile of the original but a re-drawing with modern 
lettering and a legend identifying it as Fig. 2 of a publication. 
Twice, in the Newsletter, I asked if anyone could help and I approached at least one local 
historian, all to no avail. The problem was doubly infuriating as I knew that I had seen the 
map before but my memory would not return. 
During the 1970s one of my students did some research on hedgerows in the Vale of 
Glamorgan and, when I left Cardiff, I passed a copy of his undergraduate thesis to my old 
friend Nigel Ajax-Lewis of the Glamorgan Wildlife Trust. Some time ago I wrote to Nigel 
asking if he could give me details of a publication mentioned in the thesis but he kindly 
went much further and sent me an original reprint from the Transactions of the Cardiff 
Naturalists' Society (1954-55) - a paper by Margaret Davies, entitled Field Patterns in the 
Vale of Glamorgan. 
I expect you can guess the rest. Flicking through the paper, Figure 2 proved to be one and 
the same with Roy's photocopy. How it reached Roy I shall never know - he had it by 
some second-person route and knew nothing of its origin. 
Margaret Davies' paper also reproduces the other Mouse Maps: of the Manors of 
Penmark, Fonmon and Barry. She wrote: "The four manorial maps 'surveyed by Evans 
Mouse' are part of wider survey of Bolingbroke lands and are amongst the earliest dated 
manorial maps in Welsh collections known to the writer. They are on thick parchment and 
are remarkably accurate for their period." 
The maps show field boundaries, roads and houses to which Davies has added the field 
names extracted from the Manorial Rolls, acreages and tenancy. The villages of Llancadle, 
Penmark, Fonmon and Barry were held by the St John family, of Fonmon Castle, as Lords 
of the Manor. The villagers, for the most part, were copyhold tenants. 
-5- 
Comparison of the Llancadle and Llanbethery maps with the earliest Ordnance Survey 
shows relatively little change and much is still recognizable today despite the loss of many 
ancient field boundaries. Some of the information from these maps, the 1840 tithe 
apportionment map of the parish and early Ordnance Survey maps will feature in this, and 
the next couple of Newsletters. The note which follows is the first of these. 
 
COMMON PASTURE IN LLANBETHERY AND LLANCADLE by John Etherington 
A substantial chunk of our parish is the marshland of Llanbethery Moor and the former 
Llancadle Lower and Higher Mead (meadow) where the land abuts the river Thaw. Unlike 
the surrounding agricultural land the highly fertile moor has never been enclosed. 
In 1840 the tithe map shows Llanbethery moor divided into about 60 unfenced strips 
which are termed "slangs" in the appended tithe-roll. A slang is defined as a long, narrow 
strip of land Almost all the slangs were described 
as pasture and a few as meadow; their tenancy was seemingly spread at random amongst a 
few farmers. 

The Oxford English Dictionary says that "slang" is a term of unknown origin but it is 
interesting that there is a Welsh word, Llain, meaning a strip, fillet or patch, often used for 
a small portion of land. This is also similar in sound and spelling to Llan - originally 
meaning an enclosure - and not too far from "slang" in pronunciation. 
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The whole moor was grazed in common, permitted numbers of cattle being"stinted" 
according to the area holding of slangs. This was a custom established at least from 
medieval times and according to Margaret Davies, still persisting in the 1950's when she 
wrote:- A curious situation arises whereby a group which includes some of the most 
progressive Vale farmers does not produce T.T. milk because their cattle graze according 
to medieval custom ---". Can anyone tell us what the arrangement is today? 

The high quality of the land was well known in earlier centuries. Between 1696 and 1701 
Edward Lhuyd collected information for his Parochialia and, in answer to Lhuyd's 
questionnaire, the vicar of Llancarfan replied "ye lands by the sides of the severall rivers 
are of a deep mold and a very fertile soile casting some yeares 7 or 8 load of hay upon 
acre which you may well believe by ye length of the Knotgrasse growing upon 
Lambethery morse which is 9-10 foot long which certainly fattens the swine yt feeds 
thereon." 

We cannot be certain what the vicar meant by knotgrass but, today, the name is given to a 
weed of rich agricultural land, Polygonum aviculare, also known as swine's grass or pig 
grass. A waterside relative, Polygonum amphibium, is much larger and may grow floating 
in water. This is possibly what was observed as knotgrass itself, rarely exceeds two feet in 
length. 

I am grateful to Diane Morgan, formerly of Greendown, who provided me with copies of 
the tithe map. 
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A LETTER from Mrs Joan Evans 
Thank you for the Newsletter No. 76 which I am now reading with great interest. Thank 
you for making it so enjoyable. 

Gwynne refers to Tommy Griffiths of Pembroke Cottage. What about Bill Griffiths of 
Broomwell? - he was a very good thatcher and I believe a relative of Tommy Griffiths, 
maybe Tommy made the pegs for Billo! There were also Morgans - The Green (my father) 
to distinguish him from Morgans of Walterston, I presume. My father could also thatch, 
he used to thatch the hay ricks for Bill Evans of Broadhayes. He was what one would 
describe " A jack of all trades but master of none". He was very useful to the farming 
community when they failed to put things right themselves the sent for Morgans, The 
Green. 
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I can't say I ever heard my mother or grandmother (Hartrey, Corner House) mention a 
Wooden Jane or Iron Bill, perhaps someone from the Jones' (Great House) family could 
throw some light on it. 

Mrs Hannah McCarthy: Yes, Phil's description of this lady is correct except that he forgot 
to mention she also wore a piece of sacking as an apron. Also, what a fine garden she had. 
If ever there was a true "country cottage garden" it was hers. As you passed by on the 
road the perfume from the many flowers was a joy. She always seemed to be in her garden 
tending to the plants. Maybe she preferred plants to people. 
 
 
IN THE STEPS OF ST CADOC by Peter Hatherley, Glamorgan Wildlife Trust. 

Chairman, Bridgend Group 
This note is reproduced, with permission, from the Journal of the Trust and was written 
after a walk in late April, led by Joan Raum, Walterston. 
We made our way through the dripping trees of Coed Garnllwyd to admire this beautiful 
woodland in its springtime splendour. The specialities - Herb Paris and the Early-Purple 
Orchid - were there in good numbers among the carpet of commoner woodland plants - 
Dog's Mercury, Wood Anemone, Bluebell and Wild Garlic. 

Coed Garnllwyd is a showpiece reserve of the Trust. It is certainly a magic place. Access 
is difficult, but because of this the site has been preserved in pristine condition. The 
pathways are barely discernible. There is no litter, and only the numerous bird boxes 
provide clear evidence that man has recently been there. 

In fact, as Joan explained, much of the wood was felled during the last War, and there has 
been a long record of coppicing before and since. But it is genuinely a piece of ancient 
woodland which has stood in the Carfan Valley for centuries past. 

As we walked I found my mind wondering if this was the scene much as Cadoc saw it 
when he set up his monastery in the sixth century. The legend is that he was once hiding in 
the forest from a murderous swineherd, when he came across a wild boar. The animal 
made three huge bounds, the places where it landed becoming the eventual sites for the 
buildings of Llancarfan Abbey. 
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Cadoc's foundation at Llancarfan - or Nantcarfan as it was originally known was an 
important religious and academic centre, rivalling Illtyd's at Llantwit Major. Both survived 
until the arrival of the Normans in the eleventh century. Cadoc himself only stayed a few 
years and then travelled widely through Britain and Europe. 

There are many churches dedicated to him in Wales and beyond. All the places called 
Llangadog or Llangattock are evidence to his influence in South Wales. 
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Like many of the Welsh and Cornish saints he is also revered in Brittany, where his name 
appears in various local forms - Cado, Kado, Cadou, or even Cast. He is said to have 
founded a monastery on a little island at the mouth of the River d'Etel on the south coast. 
High up in the nave of this church is an inscription which reads: 

"Saint Cado, Anglais de nation, prince de Clamorgant, Puis abbe, vient, debarque et reside 
ceans....." 

Saint Cadoc, English of nation(!!) Prince of Glamorgan (he was reputedly the son of a 
local ruler), Then abbot, he comes, lands, and resides here... 

The day after our group visit I returned to the woods to look for another renmant of 
Llancarfan's legendary past. I had read in a number of books that Llancarfan once 
possessed a number of holy wells or ffynhonau. There is definite evidence that these wells 
were still in active use in the twentieth century, at least up until the Second World War. 
These were "rag-wells", so called from the localised practice (more common in England 
and abroad) of hanging rags from the trees as a cure for certain diseases. The Llancarfan 
wells were supposed to cure erysipelas and the "king's evil" (scrofula). I did not know 
exactly where to look for these wells, of which there were supposedly several in the 
vicinity. The obvious place to start seemed to be 
in the extension of the wood at the northern end, called Coed Ffynon Dyfrig. Here 
according to the OS map is where the Carfan stream originates - a likely site, I imagined, 
for a sacred spring of some sort. 
The journey of exploration was delightful, this time in dappled sunlight instead of 
torrential rain. The patches of orchids and herb paris continued, and eventually gave way 
to areas of damp ground where marsh marigolds were growing. These were certainly 
springs in the limestone rock, but there was nothing to indicate that these were the revered 
holy wells of times past. 
So I need help. Does any member know where the rag-wells of Llancarfan are supposed 
to be? 
I must in any case return to Coed Garn Llwyd in a few weeks to find the butterfly orchids 
and the narrow-lipped helleborines, both are mentioned in the literature as being part of 
the flora of this enchanted place. 

Editorial postcript. 1. We featured the rag-wells in Newsletter 41 and I have sent a copy 

to Dr Hatherley plus necessary map-references. I have never visited Ffynnon Dyfrig near 

Abernant - can anyone give instructions for reaching it? 2. A lot more on St Cadoc in 

Glamorgan and Brittany is scattered through our Newsletters 
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GLAMORGAN WILDLIFE TRUST 
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We could not accept Dr Hatherley's article without giving a plug to the Glamorgan 
Wildlife Trust. 

Anyone who would like to know more about the Trust should contact its Headquarters at 
Parc Slip, Tondu, 01656 724100 or Peter Hatherley at Treetops, The Derwen, Bridgend, 
CF35 6HD. 

 

IRISH FAMILIES IN THE VALE by John Etherington, research by Diane Morgan 

In Newsletter 70 Phil Watts commented on the large number of Irish families which 
settled in Penmark in earlier years. In the next Newsletter John Etherington told us that 
the 1871 census showed no Irish families settled in Llancarfan but, in 1881, there were 
three in Llancadle and five in Llanbethery. By 1891 these were reduced to two and four. 
The ages and birthplaces of the children suggest that many of these families came to Wales 
at least twenty years before these records were made. Of those families some remain in the 
Vale to the present day, though identified by name only - more research is needed here. 

During the intervening year, Diane Morgan has kindly looked through the Penmark census 
for 1871 and, as expected, there were more Irish families than in the adjacent villages. The 
surnames were Barry, Makar (?), McCarthy, Connelly, Power, Roberts, James, Bryan, 
Murray, Neal, Bohan and Sullivan - 12 names, recorded in 13 households - almost twice 
the number recorded for Llancadle and Llanbethery together. 

These Penmark families also give further clues to the timing and mode of arrival in Wales. 
James and Mary Neal, husband and wife, were aged 24 and 26, both born in Cork but 
their three year old daughter, Johanna was born in Roath and one year old Patrick, in 
Penmark. The oldest child, born in Penmark was Mary Jane Sullivan aged 18 whilst the 
youngest born in Ireland was James Bohan aged ten. 

Assuming that birth control was not in use, and Johanna their first child, the Neals 
probably arrived in Cardiff in the late 1860s whilst the Sullivans must have been in 
Penmark by 1853. The Bohans were still in Ireland in 1861. Thus, we have slender 
evidence that migration to South Wales was over a a 15 to 20 year period, families 
arriving in the port towns and then moving in search of work. This of course coincides 
with the mass emigration from Ireland, driven by potato blight and the famine at the end of 
the 1840s. 
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Why was Penmark so strongly preferred to the adjacent villages? We still can't answer this 
but surely some of our members are offshoots from these families and might be able add 
suggestions, if only from family tradition. 
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